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Fuel  shortages 


Travel  curtailed 
ministry  change! 


After  waiting  1 1  hours  and  making  nine  trips  to  the  ser¬ 
vice  station,  Janet  McDowell  (right)  finally  secured  this 
gasoline  for  a  mobile  clinic  in  the  Mbeya  Tanzania,  area. 
Now  the  Southwn  Baptist  missionary  nurse  and  her  hel¬ 


pers  siphon  the  gas  into  storage  cans  so  it  will  be  available 
when  she  and  fellow  missionary  nurse  Martha  McAlister 
need  it.  Fuel  shortages  may  change  ministry 
perspectives.— (BP)  PHOTO  By  Joanna  Pinneo 


A  shiny  memento 


Lenin  pin  symbolizes  sharing 


What’s 

Inside? 


Editorials  by  Don 

McGregor,  Page  2 
Evangelism  conferences 
inspiring 

Faces  and  Places  by  Anne 

McWilliams,  Page  5 

Tune-ups  available 

Digging  for  biblical  roots , 
Page  3 

“Enquirer” recruits  church 
builders ,  Page  8 


Thursday,  January  M.  1<S4 


PAGE  2  BAPTIST  RECORD 


HRST  FUEL  FOR  THE  FIRE 


. 

Evangelism  and 

Bible  conferences  inspiring 


The  annual  evangelism  confer-  ference  for  Mississippi  will  be  held  evangelism  at  Southeastern  Semi- 
encfes  in  the  state  conventions  across  Feb.  6  to  8  at  First  Eiaptist  Church,  nary^  Wake  Forest,  N.C.;  and  Keith 
the  nation  among  Southern  Baptists  Gulfport.  For  those  who  are  able  to  Parks,  president  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
are  generally  among  the  best  at-  atte^,  plans  should  be  made  shortly  si<m  Board, 
tended  meetings  of  the  year.  The  if  they  have  not  already  been  made.  And  every  year  the  music  is  out- 
reason  for  this  is  simple.  These  are  The  program  begins  on  Monday  standing.  This  year  will  be  no  excep- 
meetings  of  inspiration.  They  are  evening  and  concludes  at  noon  on  tion.  The  instrumentalists  are  al- 
meetings  where  preachers  go  to  get  Wedn^ay.  ways  as  good  as  can  be  found,  as  are 

their  own  batteries  recharged,  so  to  There  will  be  some  fine  speakers  the  vocalists;  and  they  add  a  great 
speak,  and  Bible  scholars  there  to  preach  deal  to  the  spirit  of  the  meeting.  And 

These  are  meetings  where  no  out-  and  lead  conferences.  These  include  *  the  congregational  singing  is  such 
side  influence  disrupts  the  spirit  of  Ron  Dunn,  a  conference  leader  from  that  may  not  be  equalled  in  any  other 
the  occasion.  For  the  most  part  Irving,  Texas;  Harold  Branch,  pas-  meeting.  Those  attending  are  there 
across  the  nation  there  is  just  preach-  tor  of  St.  John  Baptist  Church,  Cor-  to  express  their  joy  in  their  faith.  It 
ing  by  some  of  the  nation’s  finest,  pus  Christi,  Texas;  Jay  Strack,  an  comes  through  in  toe  singing, 
generally  always  Southern  Baptists,  evangelist  who  lives  in  Fort  Worth,  It  is  a  meeting  worth  making  a  spe- 
A  few  years  ago  in  Mississippi  toe  Texas;  Delos  Miles,  professor  of  cial  effort  to  attend, 
element  of  Bible  study  was  added  to 
toe  agenda,  but  this  has  not  seemed 
to  hamper  the  attendance.  Very 
likely,  those  preachers  who  came  for 
the  preaching  found  it  an  attractive 
possibility  of  also  benefiting  from 
Bible  conferences.  So  the  menu  in 
Mississippi  calls  for  preaching  in  the 
morning  and  evening  sessions  and 
conferences  during  toe  afternoons.  It 
seems  to  be  working  well. 

This  is  a  good  formula — only 
preaching  and  Bible  study.  There  are 
no  elections,  no  business,  no  politick¬ 
ing,  no  promotion,  and  no  other  ex¬ 
traneous  input.  The  preachers  seem 
to  like  it  and  attend  in  numbers  that 
make  it  just  about  the  most  attrac¬ 
tive  meeting  of  toe  year  except  for 
the  youth  meetings  in  the  summer 


MUfNFO 


One  of  the  greatest  indictments  on  American  intelligence  is 

beer  advertisii 


at  sports  events, 


that  we  permit  misleadii 


klucation  responsibility  Western  Sizzlin’  on  Courthouse  Road 
^  in  Gulfport,  Feb.  7,  at  12:30  p.m. 

ditbr:  '  State  President  Doug  Benedict  re- 

The  Bible  states  the  following:  quests  that  each  alumnus  send 

1.  Train  up  a  child— Prov.  22:6.  his/her  name,  address,  and  place  of 

2.  Trust  in  the  Lord.  Prov.  3:5.  service  to  the  secretary,  Norma 

3.  Teach  them  your  children  Deut.  Mackey,  110-A  Mississippi  Drive, 

Above  all  else,  11:18-21.  Waynesboro,  MS  39367  for  toe  pr^ 

4.  Truth— the  father  to  children  Isa.  aration  of  a  correct  and  current  mail- 

Joe  N.  McKeever,  pastor  38:19  ing  list. 

FBC,  Columbus  5.  Learn  not  the  way  of  the  heathen  Ten  rooms  at  toe  Best  Western 

Jer.  10:2  Motel  in  Gulfport  have  been  blocked 

At  least  the  editorial  column  is  for  the  use  of  those  attending  toe  con- 
The  Vatican  diplomat  your  opinion  and  may  be  toe  opinion  ference  and  desire  to  stay  close.  The 

of  other  misinformed  Southern  Bap-  cost  will  be  ^  per  night  for  a  single 
E^tor:  tists;  but,  please,  at  least  allow  toe  and  $32  per  night  for  a  couple. 

Enclos^  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Bible  to  be  toe  final  authority  in  de-  Each  person  is  responsible  for 
the  President  relating  to  full  dip-  <>i<jing  upon  education  as  well  as  each  making  personal  reservations, 
lomatic  recogniUon  of  the  VaUcan.  decision  in  life.  Norma  Mackey 

I  felt  that  perhaps  the  Baptists  of  jg  pjsin  in  God’s  word  that  the  Waynesboro 

Mississippi  would  be  interested  in  responsibility  for  educating  a  child  _ 

what  a  grass  roots  pastor  in  the  state  Ues  with  the  parents — NOT  toe  state,  a  1*  !• 

would  have  to  say  about  this  matter.  1^13  or  any  other  state.  A  policy  Slip 

A1  VIS  K.  Cooper,  Pastor  The  above  stated  verses  are  but  a  tkp  RnnH«t  hn«  n  nniifv 

Calvary  Baptist  Qiurch  small  samnlina  of  God’s  word  for  use  B^nst  Record  has  a  poucy  ol 

T.n.ii«villP  small  sampling  otuoaswora  tor  use  trying  to  be  specific  when  it  mentions 

aslivmgexampl^  achurch,otoworganization,orindi- 

^  ,  I  fw  one  take  offense  at  such  com-  vidual  other  than  Southern  BapUsI 

D^  Mr.  President,  ments  as  were  made  by  you  ^e  when  such  groups  or  individuals  are 

.  *  ®  menUoned  in  the  paper.  We  feel  toal 

bwedtoefuU^plomaUcree^Uon  coning  ChnsUan  educaUon  Md  we  need  to  let  toe  readers  know  toal 
^toeP^andtheVatican.Ibeheve  aca^taUon.  You,  sir,  are  tremend-  they  are  not  Southern  BapUst  (since 
toat  voters  across  this  raUon  will  ously  m  errw.  we  are  a  Southern  Baptist  oriented 

Johnny  Hamblin  publication)  though  we  are  nol 

ble  for  this  violation  of  the  separation  West  Point  necessarily  indlcatinfl  dlMow-mpnl 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  li-  (11: 5).  Since  we  preachers  agree  that 
mited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  re-  prophesying  is  preaching,  it  looks 
serves  toe  right  to  trim  those  that  are  suspiciously  like  Paul  was  condoning 
longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  women  preachers, 
be  reserved  under  all  drcnnistances  My  plea  is  for  a  little  more  study  of 
and  toe  opinions  of  toe  letter  writers  our  Bible  by  all  of  us.  This  matter  is 
do  not  necessarily  reflect  toe  views  of  not  quite  so  open  and  shut  as  some 
the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Christians  think.  ’'Above  all  else, 

love.” 
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Bu-I  lets  in  Leba  n  o  n 


War  shows  resilience  ^ 

of  ’FMB  missionaries 


A  A. 


Ark  of  the  Covenant 


Bv  Bill  Webb 


BEIRUT.  Lebanon  (RP^— It’s 
been  a  tough  year  for  Southern  Bap: 
tist  missionaries  in  Lebanon. 

Continued  and  constant  warfare 
has  required  the  missionaries  to  have 
the  resilience  they  have  long  ad- 
miired  in  their  Lebanese  neighbors. 

First-termer  Jim  Bethea,  accom- 
•panied  by  two  Lebanese  Christians, 
demonstrated  it  on  one  of  his  early 
visits  to  Sidon,  in  south  Lebanon. 

A  bullet  smashed  through  his 
windshield,  barely  tnissing  him.  Mi¬ 
nutes  later,  he  witnessed  to  the  young 
militiaman  who  had  fired  t+tb  shot. 

The  bullet  had  been  intended  for 
another  vehicle,  not  Bethea’s  car 
But  the  stray  shot  created  an  opening 
for  him  and  his  companions  to  share 
their  faith  with  several  militiamen. 

“The  people  here  say  it’s  been  the 
worst  year  since  the  fighting  started 
in  1975,^’  said  mission  chairman  Ed 
Nicholas,  from  Centerville,  Mich.,  a 
veteran  of  nearly  28  years  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East. 

Shells  failing  as  frequently  as 
every  five  seconds  repeatedly  drove 
the  six  missionary  families  at  Mon- 
souriyeh  to  basement  shelters.  The 
town,  on  a  hillside  ovei'looking  west 
Beirut,  is  the  center  for  Baptist 
ministries  to  the  Arab  world.  Bap¬ 
tists  operate  a  seminary,  publica¬ 
tions  oRice  and  recording  studio. 

Monsouriyeh  also  is  a  base  for 
Lebanese  Army  artillery,  mqking* 
the  area  a  target  for  Druse  shells  . 
from  across  the  valley.  “We  have 
learned  that  the  noise  of  big  guns 
being  discharged  is  more  deafening 
but  not  as  frightening  as  shells 
exploding  on  landing,’’  Nicholas  and 
his  wife,  Anne,  from  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  wrote  in  a  recent  newsletter.  ‘ 

“The  church  we  belong  to  in  the 
mountain  town  of  Bikfaya  is  filled 
every  Sunday  and  many  have  come 
to  the  Lord  in  recent  days,’’  the 
Nicholases  wrote.  “Everyone  here 
thinks  seriously,  unsatisfied  wUh 
superficial  cliches.  Believers  feel  the 
necessity  fit  spending  much  time  in 
prayer  and  study  in  order  to  receive 
wisdom  for  effective  witness.’’ 

Baptists  have  been  among  civilian 
casualties.  A  couple  from  the  Shouf 
Mountain  resort  town  of  Bhamdoun, 
members  of  Ras  Beirut  Baptist 
Church,  were  killed  in  fighting  in 
September.  Three  of  their  young  sons 
are  still  missing. 

Other  Baptists  have  been  among 
those  injur^  and  kidnapped. 

“The  ominous  events  in  this  coun¬ 
try  the  past  year  have  given  all  of  us 
serious  doubts  about  what  the  future 
of  this  country  is  going  to  be,” 
Nicholas  said.  Then  he  quickly  ad¬ 
ded,  “6ut  ydu  know,  we  are  optimists 
and  we  keep  looking  up.’’ 

Missionaries  demonstrated  their 
optimism  by  staying  at  their  posts 
during  the  troubled  year.  Except  for 
scl^eduled  leaves,  none  returned  to 
the  IJniti^' States;  „  , 

Baptist 'rtiinfslnds  held  theli*‘own 

during  1983. 

Baptist- Tba^gica)  Befii- 
nary.7mahataine4.tl*®'**®'®  ewoU- 


ment  as  the  year  before— eight 
students— and  amazingly  didn’t  miss 
a  class  during  the  fall  term  despite 
the  disconcerting  sounds  of  war  out¬ 
side. 

The  Arab  Baptist  Publication 
Center  continued  its  work,  but  had  to 
cope  with  crippled  mail  service 
within  Lebanon  and  limited  air 
shipments  to  other  countries  because 
of  airport  closings, . 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  de¬ 
velopment  in  the  publication  center’s 
work  was  the  decision  to  produce  a 
Middle  East  Sunday  School  and  Bible 
study  curriculum.  'Despite  some  of 
the  heaviest  fighting  in  over  a  year, 
20  people  converged  ih  Lebanon  in 
August  for  a  basic  course  in  cur¬ 
riculum  writing. 

Baptist  Publications  began  pub¬ 
lishing  a  quarterly  magazine  called 
“Al-Manaa’ir,”  the  word  used  for 
churches  in  the  book  of  Revelation. 
Lebanese  pastor  Jeryies  Delleh 
completed  the  first  translation  of 
MasterLife  notebooks  into  Arabic 
just  in  time  for  their  use  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  in  Nicosia,  Cyprus,  in  early 
November. 

International  radio  broadcasts 
prompted  300  letters  a  month,  with  20 
or  30  of  the  writers  telling  how  they 
accepted  Christ  after  hearing  the 
gospel.  A  few  years  ago,  only  one  or 
two  responses  came  in  each  year. 

Beirut  Baptist  School,  in  the  heart 
of  west  Beirut,  didn’t  open  for  its  fall 
term  until  Nov .  2 ,  but  drew  nearly  800 
students.  Violence  in  the  city  and 
strikes  called  by  various  factions 
forced  director  Jim  Ragland,  a  30- 
year  vetecan  from  Wetumka,  Okla., 
to  call  off  classes  from  time  to  time. 

The  school  was  damaged  Aug.  25 
when  a  French  ammunition  truck 
blew  up  next  door,  breaking  windows 
and  damaging  an  8-foot  concrete  wall 
alongside  the  building. 

A  direct  hit  on  the  sixth-floor 
apartment  occupied"  by  Nancie 
Wingo,  from  San  Antonio,  "Texas,  and 
Ruth  Spence,  Byron,  Ark.,  gouged  a 
hole  in  their  wall  and  damaged  their 
balcony. 

The  teaching  staff  at  the  Beirut 
School  was  bolstered  with  the  arrival 
near  year’s  end  of  new  appointee 
Russell  Futrell,  from  Pineville,  La., 
a  former  journeyman  to  Lebanon. 

The  year  was  a  big  one  for  Jim  and 
Stephanie  Bethea,  from  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  and  Waverly,  Pa.,  who  celeb¬ 
rated  the  birth  (rf  their  third  son,  Ben¬ 
jamin,  in  June.  They  relocated  in 
Sidon  later  in  the  year  to  become  the 
first  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
to  establish  residence  and  an  ongoing 
work  in  southern  Lebanon. 

>. /‘Again  and  again  we  were  con¬ 
fronted  with  hostility,  bitterness  and 
suspicion  from  the  people  in  Sidon,’’ 
Bethea  wrote  after  preliminary  vis¬ 
its  to  the  youth.  /Yet  we  saw  the 
miracle  of  God’s  love  melting  opposi¬ 
tion  and  turning  every  incident  into 
an  opportunity  for  witness.’’ 

tBii)  Webb  writes^ for  the  Foreign 
Misiio»Board.>.  1  ^ 


Digging  for  biblical  roots 
is  topic  of  Cobb  exhibit 


The  work  of  archaeologists  in  the 
Middle  East  will  be  the  subject  of  a 
special  exhibit  titled  “Digging  for 
Biblical  Roots’’  scheduled  from  Feb. 
1  through  April  30,  1984,  in  the  Lois 
Dowdle  Cobb  Museum  of  Archaeol¬ 
ogy  on  the  Mississippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity  campus.  The  exhibit  and  related 
public  programs  are  sponsored  by 
the  Cobb  Institute  of  Archaeology 
and  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 
of  Mississippi  State  University,  the 
Mississippi  Committee  for  the 
Humanities,  and  the  Tombigbee 
Chapter  Of  the  Mississippi  Ar¬ 
chaeological  Asso<^tion. 

The  exhibit,  which  is  free  to  the 
public,  will  feature  authentic  ancient 
Near  Eastern  artifacts  including 
items  from  the  1983  Cobb  Institute 
sponsored  Lahav  Research  Project 
excavations  at  Tell  Halif  in  southern 
Israel;  from  the  collections  of  the 
Lois  Dowdle  Cobb  Museum  including 
recent  acquisitions  Through  the 
generosity  of  Lloyd  Rapport  of 
Washington,  D.C.;  and  from  the  pri¬ 
vate  teaching  collection  of  Joe  D. 
Seger,  Middle  Eastern  archaeologist 
at  the  Cobb  Institute. 

The  exhibit  is  organized  to  answer 
popular,  yet  scientifically  grounded 


questions  such  as  “Where  are  objects 
found?’’,  “How  are  they  dug  up?’’. 
“How  do  we  know  how  old  they 
are?’’,  “How  did  ancient  people  use 
them  in  everyday  life?’’  TTie  exhibit 
will  feature  ^ucational  modules  on 
“The  Ancient  City,’’  “Excavation 
Processes,”  “The  Pottery  .Calen¬ 
dar.”  “The  Israelite  House,’’  among 
others.  A  special  environmental  unit, 
“Modern  Neighbors  —  Ancient 
Ways,”  will  show  a  Bedouin  tent  and 
pr,ovide  a  contemporar>'  look  at  an 
ancient  lifestyle. 

The  exhibit  will  open  Feb.  1, 15184,  in 
the  Lois  Dowdle  Cobb  Museum  of  Ar¬ 
chaeology,  Cobb  Institute  of  Ar¬ 
chaeology,  at  Mississippi  State  Uni¬ 
versity.  Museum  hours  are 
Monday-Friday  2:30-4:30  p.m. 
Groups  of  10  or  more  will  be  admitted 
at  other  times  by  appointment.  Two 
days  advance  notice  is  needed.  There 
is  no  admission  charge. 

In  association  with  the  exhibit  spe¬ 
cial  public  programs  are  scheduled 
for  Feb.  16  and  Feb.  17.  On  February 
16  an  illustrated  Feature  Lecture, 
“Sacred  Ark  and  Ancient 
Synagogue,”  will  be  presented  by 
Carol  Meyers,  professor  of  religious 
studies,  Duke  University;  She  is  an 


Specialist  says  SS  rule  is 
not  First  Amendment  issue 


Bv  Larry  Chesser 


WASHINGTON  (BP)-A  Baptist 
church-state  specialist  has  told  a 
U.S.  Senate  committee  mere  inclu¬ 
sion  of  church  employees  and  those  of 
other  non-profit  organizations  in 
mandatory  Social  Security  coverage 
does  not  violate  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment’s  religious  liberty  guarantees. 

At  issue  is  a  section  of  the  1963  So¬ 
cial  Security-  reform  package 
scheduled  which  took  effect  Jan.  1 
which  took  effect  Jan.  1  which  re¬ 
quires  participation  in  the  naton’s  re¬ 
tirement  system  by  nonprofit 
employees.  Previously,  coverage  for 
non-profit  employees  had  been  op¬ 
tional,  although  a  congressional  re¬ 
port  indicated  85  percent  elected  to 
participate. 

In  a  written  statement  to  the  Se¬ 
nate  Finance  Committee,  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs 
Executive  ffirector  James  M.  Dunn 
said  Social  Security  funds  “can  not 
logically  be  conceived  as  a  tax  either 
on  the  employer,  or  the  employee.” 
Some  persons,  mostly  independent 
pastors  and  officials  of  Christian 
>«aI.  ..claim  mandatory  Social 


Security  participation  amounts  to  a 
direct  tax  on  churches. 

Unlike  taxes  which  go  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  government,  the  BJCPA 
statement  said  Social  Security  funds 
“go  into  a  separate  fund  for  the  exc¬ 
lusive  purpose  of  providing  social 
protection  for  the  elderly,  the  dis¬ 
abled,  and  survivors.  We  do  not  see 
the  Social  Security  Amendments  of 
1983  as  a  tax  on  churches  per  se.” 

However,  Dunn’s  statement  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  that  mandatory 
participation  of  non-ministerial 
employees  of  churches  in  Social  Sec¬ 
urity  could  be  viewed  as  a  “potential 
precedent  which  later  lawmakers 
will  use  as  a  stepping-stone  to  tax 
churches.”  He  urged  the  Finance 
Committee  to  make  clear  in  its  report 
on  the  issue  the  intent  of  the  1963  So¬ 
cial  Security  reform  package  “is  not 
to  establish  such  a  precedent.” 

'The  1963  Social  Security  changes 
left  in  placeoptional  participation  for 
ministers  and  members  of  religious 
orders. 

(Chesser  writes  for  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee.)  ' 


active  field  archaeologist  in  Lsrael  * 
and  will  report  on  her  recent  dis- 
covey  of  the  oldest  known  “Ark  of  the 
Covenant”  Torah  shrine  at  Nabra- 
tein  in  Galilee.  Her  lecture  wl^  be 
followed  immediately  by  a  Gallery 
Reception  at  the  Cobb  Institute_of  Ar¬ 
chaeology  to  celebrate  the  exhibit 
program. 

On  Feb.  17  a  program  of  illustrated 
“Mini- Lectures”  titled  “Biblical  Ar¬ 
chaeology  in  the  1980s”  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  iq  afternoon  and  evening  ses¬ 
sions  at  (he  Simrall  Auditorium.  Ses¬ 
sions  from  4-6  p.m.  will  cover  the  to¬ 
pics  “Utilizing  the  Biblical  Re¬ 
source”  and  “The  Ancient  City  in 
Context.”  Evening  sessions  from 
7:30-9:30  p.m,  will  treat  “Modern 
Neighbors— Ancient  Ways”  and 
“Archaeological  Finds  and  Biblical 
History.”  Program  participant^  are 
distinguished  scholars  and  research 
specialists  from  universities  and  in¬ 
stitutions  in  Mississippi  and  across 
the  United  States.  Included  as  speak¬ 
ers  are  M.  E.  Shutler,  dean.  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences.  University  of 
Alaska  at  Fairbanks;  Dan  P,  Cole. 
Department  of  Religion,  Lake  Forest 
College,  Lake  Forest,  111.;  Oded 
Borowski,  Department  of  .Modern 
Languages,  Emory  University,  At¬ 
lanta.  Ga.;  Paul  Jacobs.  Department 
of  Theology,  University  of  St. 
Thomas,  Houston.  Texas;  Steven 
Falconer  and  Karen  E.  Seger,  both  of 
the  Department  of  Oriental  Studies, 
University  of  Arizona,  Tucson,  Ariz. ; 
Melinda  Zeder,  National  Museum  of 
National  History,  Smithsonian  In¬ 
stitution,  Washington,  D.C.;  and  Joe 
D.  Seger,  Cobb  Institute  of  Archaeol¬ 
ogy,  Mississippi  State  University. 
Other  scholars  from  Mississippi  and 
the  region  will  serve  as  respondents. 

This  program  is  organized  to  in¬ 
form  the  general  public  about  the 
kinds  of  efforts  undertaken  by  ar¬ 
chaeologists  in  the  Middle  East  today 
and  to  describe  the  results  and  con¬ 
tributions  their  work  makes  to  an'un- 
derstanding  of  ancient  Near  Eastern 
and  biblical  backgrounds.  The  prog¬ 
ram  agenda  includes  Opportunity  for 
questioning  and  discussion  between 
the  audience  and  the  scholar  par¬ 
ticipants. 

The  “Digging  for  Biblical  Roots” 
exhibit  and  its  related  programs  are 
designed  for  the  general  public.  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  regional  citizens  of  all 
ages  are  invited  to  visit  the  exhibit 
and  attend  program  sessions.  All 
events  are  free. 

Further  information  may  be  had 
by  calling  or  contacting  The  Cobb  In¬ 
stitute  of  Archaeology,  Drawer  AR, 
Mississippi  State  University,  Missis¬ 
sippi  State,  Mississippi  39762,  Tele¬ 
phone:  601-325-3826 
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They  knew  Blanche  Groves 


Riga,  U.S.S.R.  (EP)— A  Soviet 
court  on  Dec.  5  handed  down  a  par¬ 
ticularly  harsh  sentence  to  Janis 
Rozkalns,  a  Latvian  Christian  leader 
here,  informed  soirees  report  to 
Christian  Response  "International . 
Convicted  on  charges  of  “anti-Soviet 
agitation  and  propaganda,”  Roz¬ 
kalns  received  a  five-year  prison 
term  and  three  years  of  internal 
exile. 

For  Rozkalns,  a  33-year-old  Bap¬ 
tist,  this  episode  began  when  police 
searched  his  residence  in  January, 
1983.  During  the  search,  officers  con¬ 
fiscated  40  Bibles,  a  number  of  religi¬ 
ous  books  and  copies  of  the  United 
Nations  Declaration  on  Human 
Rights  and  the  Helsinki  Final  Act. 

Sources  say  this  was  “a  great  show 
trial”;  that  Soviet  authorities,  by 
broadcasting  reports  on  television, 
displayed  the  force  they  are  willing  to 
use  against  Christians  involved  in 
evangelical  activities.  Before  his  ar¬ 
rest,  Rozkalns,  his  wife  Gunta,  and 
two  children  had  applied  to  emigrate 
from  the  Soviet  Union.  Their  request 
was  denied,  apparently  without  ex¬ 
planation. 


round  thiscity  of  canals,  bridges,  and  the  train  station  to  the  compound.  Although  this  did  not  gain  admis-  Marvin  and  Jean  Bond,  former 
narrow  streets.  And  there  are  no  While  we  walked  the  narrow  lane,  our  sion  for  our  group,  it  did  work  a  mira-  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  to 
rickshaws!  This  former  mode  of  numbers  grew  as  the  local  people  cle.  An  elderly  gentleman  standing  Hong  Kong,  served  as  hosts  for  a 
transportation  gave  way  to  the  bicy-  showed  curiosity.  After  we  had  nearby  shouted  to  our  guide,  “I  know  group  of  Southern  Baptists  who 
cle.  walked  about  200  feet,  our  guide  her!”  Within  a  matter  of  moments,  toured  China  in  May  1983.  This  is  the 

Since  there  are  no  privately  owned  pointed  out  the  mission  compound  other  people  who  also  knew  her  came  third  in  a  series  of  five  articies  de¬ 
cars  in  China,  the  people  rely  on  area.  to  us,  seemingly  out  of  the  wall.  They  scribing  the  trip.  Marvin  and  Jean 

buses  or  a  bicycle— or  they  walk.  To  our  right  was  Wei  Ling  Girl’s  were  as  excited  about  our  visit  as  we  Bond  may  be  written  at  2(M^South 

Traffic  is  an  awesome  sight.  Trucks,  ’  ’’  .  . .  . . 

bicycles,  buses,  and  pedestrians 
move  to  the  constant  honking  of 
horns  and  the  metallic  bell  of  the 
bicyde. 

Suzhou  is  noted  for  embroidery, 
gardens,  canals,  and  beautiful  wo¬ 
men.  Though  we  appreciated  each, 
our  purpose  for  visiting  Suzhou  was 
to  find  tha  Old  Baptist  Compound. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  China  tour  - 

we  explained  to  our  national  guide  LONDRINA,  Brazil  (BP)— Armed  day.  Five  armed  men  severely  beat 

the  reasons  for  our  toarch.  Giving  thieves  robbed  Southern  Baptist  mis-  the  bank’s  director  and  escaped  with 

some  history  of  our  Baptist  work  in  sionaries  William  and  (Carolyn  Smith  a  small  amount  of  money. 

Suzhou,  we  told  her  about  Miss  ■  as  they  returned  home  Jan.  10.  Wil-  The  Smiths  lost  a  portable  elec- 

Blanche  Groves  who  had  lived  and  B  Smith  is  of  Amite  tronic  organ  and  small  sound  system, 

worked  there  from  1920  to  1950.  Now  Or-  which  were  in  the  car,  and  Mrs. 

we  faced  the  local  guide.  ‘  lando,  Fla.  Smith’s  foreign  resident  documents. 

How  can  you  express  matters  of  the  POf  fUtUTG  OGDOrdtiOnS  The  Smiths  weren’t  hurt,  but  their 

heart  to  a  man  who  knows  nothing  ^  car  was  apparently  used  in  a  bank  JJolcOUll) .  tO  oirCCt 

about  Christianity?  We  showed  him  Mississippi  WMU  president  Patti  Dent  (center,  with  box)  and  state  WMU  '^°Th^i«!aiftnarvrviiinl»  votoranenf 

our  simple  map,  sketched  executive  director  Marjean  Patterson  (left)  give  the  state's  box  of  historical  _  ^  vaap«  nf  avanooiiatu*  Clcvdopilldlt  ^ 

materials  to  Carolyn  Weatherford,  (right)  WMU.  SBC  executive  director.  The  box  m 

only  did  tl^  map  have  old  spellings.  It  placed  in  a  time  capsule  which  will  be  covered  by  the  cornerstone  of  j rfrnvp  into  their  <rara0P  i  ^  n 

had  not  been  drawn  to  scale.  But  it  Roman  s  Missionary  Union's  now  national  headquarters  building.  (WMU  photo  ahe^aa  ^  Holconib  has  l^n 

was  a  start.  With  that  map  and  the  i  oui<se  Barbouri  about  9.15  p.m.  As  she  was  locking  director  of  development  at  South- 

telephone  number  of  a  pastor,  the  ^  ^  front  gate,  two  men  appeared,  western  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
guide  promised  to  try  to  find  our  Cl  rkwrvT  ot-si  shoved  her  aside,  and  confronted  nary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 

former  Baptist  property.  To  rein-  OOLllllCril  OCllLlIlcll  V  oLLliJ.dlLO  Smith  with  a  pistol.  Holcomb  had  been  director  of  Vis- 

force  the  importance  of  our  request,  ■■•t  t  ^  il  Smith  tried  to  talk  the  men  out  of  ion/85,  the  seminary’s  current  capi- 

one  of  us  asked,  “Do  you  understand  q  o  1^  Trkl*  ill  1  il  1  il  nn  G  rl  51  1 1  taking  the  car,  then  asked  permis-  tal  ne^s  and  endowment  fund  rais- 

the  word  sentimental?”  He  nodded.  dOaV  UlKXV^Lai.  0.11110  llOll  sion  to  remove  personal  belongings  ing  project,  since  March  1981.  The 

Then  we  told  him  about  Miss  *  from  it.  The  thieves  apparenUy  be-  project  to  raise  $25  million  by  1985  is 

Blanche  Groves.  (Miss  Groves  is  the  '  LOUISVILLE,  Ky. — More  than  300  sons.  Memorial  Day  weekend,  and  came  nervous;  and  one  fired  the  pis-  80  percent  complete.  He  replaces  W. 

subject  of  the  missionary  biography,  members  of  the  Southern  Baptist  the  first  Sunday  in  August,  which  is  tol,hitti^  the  floor  or  the  wall.  At  the  Eklwin  Oawford,  who  retired  Dec. 

Blanche  Groves  of  China:  Indomita-  Theological  Seminary  community  theDayofPrayerforWorldPeace.lt  same  time.  Smith  dropped  to  the  31,1963. 

ble  Lady.)  For  some  reason,  we  men-  have  signed  a  “confession  of  faith  in  a  also  called  on  churches  to  form  floor. 

tioned  her  Chinese  name,  Kou  Bei  nuclear  age,”  a  petition  challenging  Christian  life  committees  and  “I  really  thought  he  had  been  hit 

Lei,  as  we  described  her  work  and  churches  to  pray  and  work  for  peace,  peacemaker  groups.  because  I  saw  him  go  down,”  Mrs. 

that  of  other  missionaries  in  Suzhou.  The  statement  listed  several  The  confession  of  faith  was  signed  Smith  said.  As  she  began  to  scream 

That  evening  the  guide  said  that  l/e  specific  actions  which  signers  re-  by  about  300  Southern  Seminary  stu-  andpray,  the  two  men  jumped  in  the 

had  located  the  area  and  that  we  quested  of  both  the  government  an<r'  dents  and  “almost  all  faculty  and  top  car  and  sped  away, 

could  drive  by  the  next  day.  Perhaps  members  of  churches.  It  asked  U.S.  administrators,”  reported  Glen  A  crowd  of  neighbors  rushed  to  the 

we  could  even  stop  for  five  nunutes.  leaders  “to  press  now  for  a  bilateral  Stassen,  professor  of  (Hiristian  ethics  scene;  and  friends  who  drove  by 

“Now  are  you  happy?”  he  asked.  We  and  verifiable  nuclear  arms  halt;  who  help^  students  draft  the  state-  “right  at  the  same  time”  chased  the 

thanked  him  but  added  that  we  would  and  then  to  negotiate  mutual  arms  ment.  stolen  car  but  couldn’t  catch  it,  Mrs. 

be  happy  when  we  actually  saw  the  reductions  and  a  more  stable  nuclear  Signers  of  the  petition  represented  •  Smith  said.  The  police  arrived  soon 

place.  '  '  balance.”  themselves  alone,  and  the  document  after. 

The  next  morning  our  bus  was  late.  It  urged  churches  to  “pray  for  was  not  intended  to  represent  an  offi-  A  vehicle  matching  the  description 
and  our  hearts  sank.  We  feared  that  peace  and  pray  for  our  enemies,”  cial  seminary  policy  on  the  issue,  of  the  Smiths’  car  was  used  In  thd 

they  had  erased  our  time  for  visiting  during  advent  and  C!hristmas  sea-  Stassen  added.  robbery  of  a  L^ndi^a  bank  the  next 


Armed  thieves  rob 
Smiths  in  Brazil 


For  futurG  gGOGrations 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prto*.  binding  and  atyl*  to  mM  ovary 
noad.  Quality  workmanship  guarsntsad. 
Writs  for  UkJStralad  prica  toldir 

"InternmtlonaHf  known  apeelaHats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Sn  MK:  -  Oraansrood,  Mias.  MiM 


/ 


Tune-ups  available 


Thursday,  Janaary  St.'lSM 


.H:  * .^iv 

BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  Sj^ 


t 


Five  of  six  seminaries  show 

t 

enrollment  increases  from  ’82 


My  Toyota  station  wagaQ  is  edging 
up  to  the  90,000  mark,  and  I  put  1,500 
miles  on  it  in  the  last  week  and  a  half. 
The  morning  I  drove  180  miles  north 
to  Crowder  was  cold,  cold,  but  the 
sunshine  was  bright  and  the  sky  a 
cloudless  blue.  As  usual,  it  took  me 
four  hours  to  drive  the  distance  it 
takes  everyone  elst  to  drive  three. 
My  Toyota  doesn’t  liKe  to  be  pushed. 

It  was  my  first  vi::it  to  Crowder;  I 
found  it  in  the  Delta,  flatlands 
stretching  far  in  every  direction  from 
its  water  tank.  Ice  was  still  shining  on 
the  fields  at  12:30,  and  along  th^  edge 
of  the  Yocona  River.  The  brick  house 
of  Robbie  and  Leonard  Gee,  I  disco¬ 
vered,  is  diagonally  across  the  street 
from  two  churches  and  is  surrounded 
by  big  pecan  trees. 

The  Gees  had  said,  “Come  up  55  to 
Batesville,  go  west  on  6,  and  turn 
south  at  the  Case  tractor  fdace.”  By 
quarter  to  12 1  was  at  Enid,  and  stap¬ 
le  at  a  grocery  story  to  ask  if  I  could 
cut  across  to  Crowder  without  going 
^around  by  Batesville.  “Sure,”  the 
man  said,  “but  I  think  it  would  be  too 
hard  to  tell  you  how  to  get  there— no 
signs  on  the  road.  People  who  live 
here  know  the  way— it’s  only  ten 
miles — but  I  think  you’d  better  go 
around.”  I  did;  the  longer  way  was 
nearly  30  miles.  *  -  .  4  v  r  t 

Robbie  spread  before  me  a  feast, 
ending  with  an  enormous  slice  of 
coconut  cake.  The  two  of  them  talked 
enthusiastically  for  two  hours  about 
how  much  fun  they  are  having  as 
members  of  the  Texas  Baptist  Re¬ 
tirees’  church  building  “Company” 
(See  story  on  page  8). 

I  took  a  shorter  route  back  home  to 
Clinton,  Highways  35^d  17  through 
Charleston,  Carrollton,  and 
Lexington.  It  was  a  new  way  to  me 
and  I  found  on  it  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  scenery  I’ve  seen  in  this 
state.  At  places  the  road  curved 
along  the  edge  of  good-sized  hills.  To 
my  right,  the  land  was  flat,  and  I, 
realized  I  was  riding  along  the  rim  of 
the  Delta.  Sometimes  I’d  catch  a  dis¬ 
tant  flash  of  sunshine  on  water,  and 
supposed  the  streams  and  lakes  must 
be  fed  by  the  Tallahatchie  River. 

Fot  a  long  time  I’ve  wanted  to  see 
Carrollton.  It  Was  late  afternoon,  and 
I  had  to  hurry^.  North  Carrollton 
seemed  a  lot  like  the  typical  small 
Mississippi  town; 'yet  it  ^d  have  its 
owm  special  flavM'.  But  across  the 
creek  in  Carrollton,  I  felt  I  had  been 
transported  to  the  1890s.  The  Victo¬ 
rian  houses,  the  picket  fences,  the 
narrow  lanes,  the  hills,  the  venerable 
Courthouse,  the  gigantic  trees,  the 
old-fashioned  stores,  the  Carroll 
County  Picture  ^ow  that  Bobbie 
Gentry  sang  about— these  I  want  to 
go  back  and  see  better  St  Pilgrimage 
time  in  the  spring.  Pm  glad  the  dti- 
lens  have  had  the  stamina  to  keep  it 
that  way.  (The  E^^seopal  church  re¬ 
minded  me  of  the  one  on  St.  Simons 
Island,  Ga.) 

It  was  7  by  the  time  1  got  home,  and 
I  was  ready  to  sti  down  by  the  Ore 
whh  Mama  and  WD.  Mama  stayed 
with  ua  for  thfse  weeks  after  Christ¬ 


mas,  and  we  drove  her  home  last 
weekend— 660  miles  round-trip.  The 
weekend  before  that  (after  W.D. 
checked  the  oil  and  pronounced  it 
okay).  Mama  and  I  drove  to  Baton 
Rouge  to  see  Tom  Brown  (my 
nephew  emd  her  grandson)  and  his 
wife,  Susan.  Mama.had  packed  us  a 
lunch,  so  on  that  drizzly,  gray  day  we 
had  a  picnic  in  the  car,  parked  in 
front  of  the  Louisiana  Welcome 
Onter. 

Tommy  and  Susan  are  renting  a 
lovely  new  duplex  on  Sharlo,  near 
LSU  and  not  far  from  the  Mississippi 
River.  We  had  fun,  eating  and  tak¬ 
ing.  A  special  security  guard— 
Baron,  their  German  shepherd,  slept 
by  our  bedroom  door. 

For  the  return,  my  gasoline  tank 
was  half  empty  (half  full?)  Because 
of  the  rain,  I  chose  a  Full  Serve,  and 
'thus  got  an  under- the-hood  check. 
Good  thing.  The  attendant  poured 
almost  a  bucketful  of  water  into  the 
battery. 

All  that  traveling  set  me  to  thinking 
about  cars.  Once  I  read  a  devotional 
book  that  compared  the  car  to  the 
Christian.  A  car  needs  an  intelligent 
hand  to  guide  it;  it  needs  gasoline  to 
give  it  power,  and  a  battery  to  ignite 
the  gas  so  that  its  power  will  explode. 
The  car  needs  oil  so  it  won’kbum  it-.' 
self  out;  it  needs  lights  so  dangers 
may  be  avoided^and  water  to  keep  it 
cool  and  help  it  to  operate  well.  It 
needs  brakes,  the  power  to  stop. 

As  the  car  is  not  a  self-made  pro¬ 
duct,  neither  is  the  (Christian,  wrote 
the  physician,  Walter  Lewis  Wilson. 
For  the  Christian,  the  guidance  and 
limitless  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are 
available.  So  are  the  comfort,  like  oil, 
that  the  Spirit  pours  on  troubled 
hearts;  the  Living  Water  he  sends  to 
renew  souls  parched  by  sin;  and  the 
Light  he  provides  for  piercing  fogs 
and  mists. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— 
Enrollment  at  the  six  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Seminaries  increased  eight  per- 
c^  from  Fall  1982  to  Fall  1963. 

Total  enrollment  was  10.848,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  760  students. 

Five  of  the  six  schools  reported  in¬ 
creases  ranging  from  3.4  percent  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  to  20  percent 
at  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  Val¬ 
ley,  Chlif .  Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  was  up  12.5  per¬ 
cent,  Midwestern  ^minary  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  increased  10  percent 
and  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  increased  five  percent. 

Southeastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,.  reported  a  5.8  percent 
decline  from  its  record  enrollment 
last  year. 

Golden  Gate  registered  798  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  fall  (an  increase  of  135), 
the  sharpest  percentage  increase  in 
over  a  decade.  ‘ 

The  largest  gain  (from  65  students 
to  128)  came  in  the  Seminary’s  Multi 
Ethnic  Theological  Association  cen¬ 
ters.  In  the  past  year  seven  new 
META  centers  have  been  estab¬ 
lished,  including  Hispanic  centers  in 
Garden  Grove,  GHroy,  Los  Angeles, 
and  San  Diego,  Calif.,  and  Tucson, 
Ariz.;  a  Chinese  center  in  Los 
Angeles;  and  a  Native  American  In¬ 
dian  center  in  Anchorage,  Alaska. 

Student  registrations  on  the  main 
campus  went  up  19  percent  ( to  538) .  It 
was  the  13th  increase  in  the  past  14 
years  for  Golden  Gate. 

Southwestern,  the  largest  theolog¬ 
ical  seminary  in  the  world,  had  its 
fifth  record  enrollment  (and  17th  in 
18  years)  with  a  count  of  4,337.  There 
were  3,8W  students  on  the  main  cam¬ 
pus  with  the  remainder  taking  clas¬ 
ses  at  centers  in  Houston,  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  and  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

One  reason  for  the  increase  was 
new  degree  programs  in  communi¬ 


cation,  marriage  and  family  counsel¬ 
ing  and  missiology. 

Southwestern  reported  29  percent 
of  the  students  are  mission  volun¬ 
teers. 

Midwestern  had  registered  573 
students  by  Oct.l  at  the  main  cam¬ 
pus  and  centers  in  St.  Louis,  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  and  Wichita,  Kan. 

Southern’s  count  was  2,543  with 
major  increases  in  first  time  stu¬ 
dents  and  first  time  professional  stu¬ 
dents.  ' 

New  Orleans  reported  1,390_  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  campus  and  seven  exten¬ 
sion  centers.  It  was  the  eighth  con¬ 
secutive  record  enrollment  and  the 


11th  consecutive  year  of  enrollment 
increase.  Significant  enrollment  in¬ 
creases  were  recorded  in  master’s 
level  courses  in  Shreveport,  La.,  wd 
Mobile,  Ala.  NOBTS  also  added  a 
major  in  evangelism  at  the  master’s 
level  this  fall. 

Southeastern  dropped  only  14  stu¬ 
dents  (to  1,092)  in  its  main  campus 
count  but  large  decrease  in  persons 
enrolled  in  night  courses  and  off- 
campus  courses  accounted  for  the  5.8 
percent  decline.  Total  enrollment 
was  1,207,  a  decrease  of  75. 

Southeastern’s  enrollment  has  in¬ 
creased  90  percent  in  the  past  de¬ 
cade,  from  634  students. 


Blacks  develop  mission 
for  white  Baptist  group 


Watson  tells  about  SALT 
promise  for  farmers  , 


MANILA,  Philippines— A  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  from  Mississippi, 
Harold  Watson,  told  national  finance 
and  government  leaders  in  the 
Philippines  of  a  plan  to  revolutionize 
the  lives  of  three-fourths  of  the 
familes  who  farm  in  developing 
countries. 

Watson  and  his  staff  at  the  Rural 
life  (Center  on  the  island  Mindanao 
have  already  seen  Sloping  Agricul¬ 
tural  Land  Technology  (SALT), 
which  they  have  developed  during 
the  past  five  years,  prove  its  validity 
on  hundreds  of  acres. 

Designed  for  upland  farmers, 
SALTprevents  erosion,  improves  the 
soil  and  thus  helps  provide  a  better 
diet  for  minority  cultural  groups  who 
live  in  the  hills  of  Mindanao.  It  is 
sln^ite  and  inexpensive,  and  the  bulk 
of  training  Is  administered  in  the 


field.  It  requires  no  costly  machinery 
or  forrign  skills. 

Speaking  at  Manila’s  De  La  Salle 
University  during  a  lecture  series, 
Watson  and  Filipino  Warlito 
Laquihon  told  bank  representatives, 
government  agricultural  officials, 
university  officials  and  Peace  Corps 
personnel  that  SALT  could  save 
minority  farming  groups  from  star¬ 
vation  and  extinction. 

Watson  offered  SALT  as  a  partial 
solution  to  the  continuing  economic 
crisis  facing  hillside  farmers.  He 
pointed  out  that  three-fourths  of  de¬ 
veloping  countries’  farmers  live  on 
hills. 

Seven  major  groups  of  agricul¬ 
turalists  and  economists  have 
studied  SALT  under  supervisioo  of 
tlw  Rural  Life  Oater,  sriilch  opened 
hTiSTl  under  Watson’s  leadership. 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (BP)— Black 
Baptists  have  started  a  mission  for 
white  Baptists  in  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

C!hrist  Temple  Missionary  Baptist 
C3iurch  has  begun  a  white  Southern 
Baptist  mission  across  the  street 
from  its  building,  which  formerly 
housed  a  white  Assembly  of  God 
church. 

The  5,400-resident  community  is 
changing  again— pluralizing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Christ  Temple  pastor 
James  Thrower. 

Thrower  and  his  congregation 
realized  they  could  not  minister  to  a 
significant  portion  of  their  neighbor¬ 
hood  when  a  witness  team  “got  stal¬ 
led”  at  the  door  of  a  fearful,  elderly 
white  woman’s  home.  “We  wanted  to 
find  a  way  to  reach  white  people  in 
this  area  without  making  them 
afraid,”  said  Thrower. 

The  church  already  owned  part  of 
the  answer,  a  second  building  across 
the  street  from  its  own.  The  congre¬ 
gation  began  surveying  the  commun¬ 
ity  for  prospects,  but  leadership  was 
still  a  problem. 

That  answer  came  when  two  of 
llirower’s  classmates  from  Boyce 
Bible  School,  Jerry  Kinney  and  Bob 
James,  introduced  Thrower  to  a 
young  Black  Muslim  they  had  won  to 
Christ.  Thrower  talked  with  them 
about  the  proposed  mission,  and 
things  seemed  to  click. 

Kinney  and  Jan'ies  turned  out  to 
have  been  residents  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  before  the  first  transition.  In 
fact,  James  had  lived  only  three 
blocks  from  the  mission’s  location. 

On  Aug.  14,  Open  Door  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion  ope^  its  doors  with  four  people 
present,  its  two  bivocational  pastors 
anuMig  them.  Three  nnonths  later, 
Sunday  morning  worship  averages 
16,  and  plans  are  being  m^  to  b^n 
a  Sunday  school  program. 

.Hie  mission  is  already  contribut¬ 
ing  to  the  Pulaski  County  Association 
ai^  the  Cooperative  Program,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Kiraiey. 

'“There  are  lots  of  reasons  for  not 
doing  this,”  explained  Thrower,  re¬ 


calling  perennial  economic  depres¬ 
sion,  a  struggle  for  acceptance,  theft, 
vandalism,  and  the  three  leaders’  re¬ 
lative  inexperience— all  are  first¬ 
time  pastors. 

“The  only  answer  we  have  found  is 
Matthew  28:  ‘go,  baptize,  teach.’*” 


Business 
essentials 
meet  slated 


A  conference  on  the  essentials  of 
business  administration  is  scheduled 
for  Feb.  2  at  the  Hinds-Madison  as¬ 
sociation  office  in  Jackson.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Leon  Emery,  director  of  the 
Church  Administration-Pastoral 
Ministries  Department,  the  confer¬ 
ence  is  targeted  for  church  staff 
members  who  carry  dual  respon¬ 
sibilities,  one  of  which  would  be  busi¬ 
ness  administration. 

Times  for  the  conference  will  be  9 
a.m.  until  3  p.m.,  and  the  materials  to 
be  used  will  be  furnished.  That  will 
necessitate  pre-registration,  how¬ 
ever,  Emery  point^  out.  Registra¬ 
tion  should  handled  immediately, 
Emery  said. 

Coeponsors  of  the  conference  are 
the  association  and  First  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson.  Topics  will  include 
management  of  the  office,  personnel, 
energy,  safety,  and  the  use  of  com¬ 
puters  in  the  church  office. 


Carul  men  are  content  with  the 
"act”  of  worship;  they  have  no  desire 
for  communion  with  God.— John  W. 
Elverett. 


A  man  should  never  be  ashamed  to 
oam  he  has  been  in  the  wrong,  which 
is  but  saying  in  other  words  that  he  is 
wiser  today  than  he  was 
yesterday.— Alexander  Pope. 
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Guest  housing  available 
for  Coast  appointment  service 

Gulf  Coast  Baptists  will  be  opening  their  homes  to  other  Baptists  from 
all  over  the  state  who  will  be  in  Biloxi  April  10  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  appointment  service.  . 

The  night’s  lodging  for  individuals  or  families  attending  the  service!  is 
will  free  of  charge.  In  order  to  be  registered  for  the  service,  however, 
those  desiring  to  be  housed  in  private  homes  need  to  have  their  requests 
in  no  later  than  April  3,  according  to  Gerald  H.  Walker,  pastor  of  Lizank 
Church,  Gulfport,  and  chairman  of  the  guest  housing  committee. 

Requests  for  housing  need  to  be  completed  on  the  form  below  and 
addressed  as  follows: 

Geriild  H.  Walker,  Chairman 

Guest  Housing  * 

11  Barrone,  Rt.  6 

Gulfport,  Miss.  39503  ~ 

The  telephone  number  is  (601)  832-5006.  i 


Hospital  is  no  plac 
for  a  man  to  retire 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

When  Clark  McMurray  retired  Baptists  have  become  involved  .in 
from  the  pastorate  of  First  Church,  several  other  innovative  ministries. 
Pascagoula  last  year,  he  went  to  the  They  budget  money  for  Exodus 
hospital— not  to  recuperate,  but  to  House,  a  rehabilitation  home  for 
work.  former  drug  dependent  persons; 

McMurray  is  the  first  chaplain  at  they  help  fund  prisoner  evangelism. 
Singing  River,  a  400  bed  hospital,  which  is  led  by  Sid  Taylor,  a  Baptist, 
Working  30  hours  a  week,  McMur-  as  is  Exodus  House,  by  a  Baptist,  Ma- 
ray’s  salary  is  paid  by  the  Jackson  jure  Smith.  And  the  association  is 
County  Baptist  Association.  And  having  Mike  Gonzales  over  from 
there  seems  to  be  acceptance  all  Biloxi  one  evening  a  week  to  hold 
round.  Spanish  services  at  Arlington 

“I’m  called  the  official  prayer  Heights  Church, 
around  here,”  said  McMurray  who  This  coming  Mar.  26-29,  the  a'ssoci- 
visits  patients  when  referred  by  staf-  ation  is  holding  a  Laser  project  which 
fers  or  families.  “I  go  to  lots  of  rooms  seeks  out  ethnic  groups  and  attempts 
to  pray  and  let  them  know  someone  to  organize  interested  persons  into 
cares,”  he  said.  However,  “I  can’t  Bifile  study  groups.  This  Laser  will 
possibly  pastor  all  these  people.”  work  with  Hispanic,  Vietnamese, 
McMurray  is  gathering  a  cadre  of  and  Indian.  Already  there  is  an  In- 
other  ministers  who  will  come  when  dian  CJhurch,  led  by  Ray  Brooks,  and 
needed.  Men  from  nine  denomina-  Gonzales  leads  the  Spanish,  so  the 
tions  have  made  themselves  availa-  Laser  will  augment  these.  At  present 
ble  so  far.  there  is  no  organized  work  among  the 

The  tiny  prayer  room  at  the  hospi-  Vietnamese  in  Jackson  (bounty  and 
tal  is  being  refurbished  with  more  the  Laser  will  attempt  to  organize 
pews  since  two  doctors  and  three  such. 

nurses  requested  services  to  be  held  Allen  Webb,  director  of  missions, 
there .  reported  that  ^e  association  has  also 

McMurray  said  he  sees  attitudes  voted  to  establish  a  partnership 
changing  constantly  in  openness  to-  agreement  with  Dub  Hughes,  direc- 
ward  the  gospel  ministry  at  the  hos-  tor  (rf  missions  for  three  associations 
pital.  At  least  one  profession  of  faith  in  Montana.  Hughes  is  former  pastor 
was  made  in  a  followup  to  McMur-  of  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula, 
ray’s  ministry.  And  only  three  hours  Webb  said  the  association  yvili  dp- 
after  giving  coiitfort  to  a  woman  1^  hate  ^,000  to  cfiurch  biddings  there 
reading  Psalms  37:5,  she  was  dead,  and  will  send  two  or  three  construc- 
Besides  sponsoring  the  hospital  tions  and  Vacation  Bible  School 
chaplaincy  work,  Jackson  County  teams  as  volunteers. 


Address 


Phone 


Please  indicate  the  following 


Number  in  party  _ 
Male _ Female 


Number  of  children 


Single  individual _ Age _ Mal( 


or  Femal( 


Intensive  care 


Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 
Directed  by  a  team  of  family  life 
specialists 


Never  a  question 
ti  my  mind” 


Ethicist  likes  proposals 
to  battle  drunk  drivers 


Devotional - 

e  imitators 
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Pseudepigrapha 


By  Jim  Didlake,  consultant.  Brotherhood  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  lO  JJ0  0111311  SlldJ. 

Convention  Board 

Be  ye  ther^ore  followers  of  God,  as  dear  children;  and  walk  in  love,  as  DURHAM,  N.C.  (EP)— A  Duke 
Christ  also  hath  loved  us  (Ephesians  5:1,^)  University  biblical  scholar  has  pub- 

Paul.inwritingtothechurchatEphesus.waspresentingapatternof lifefor  lished  a  collection  of  early  Jewish 
those  whoclaimed  Jesus  as  Lord.  Some  translations  of  these  verses  read,  “Be  and  Qiristiarr^ritings  he  says  were 
ye  imitators  of  God. ’’  Whichever  way  we  read  it,  as  Christians  we  are  being  discredited  by  early  church  au- 
told  that  we  must  have  a  lifestyle  relaying  the  message  that  thorities  but  are  crucial  to  under- 
we  have  been  with  Jesus.  ’  standing  the  Bible  period.  The  writ- 

\  Each  summer  many  boys  come  to  Royal  Ambassador  ings  called  the  Pseudepigrapha, 
Camp  to  enjoy  the  numerous  activities  there.  Each  one  meaning  “false  writings,’’  had  been 
r  receives  a  counselor  to  direct  him  during  his  stay.  As  the  left  in  archives  and  monasteries 
I  days  pass  the  boys  grow  closer  to  their  counselor  in  love  around  the  world  for  years,  said 
and  respect.  Near  the  end  of  the  week  boys  begin  to  imitate  James  H.  Charlesworth,  past  direc- 
the  counselor’s  actions  and  words.  This  action  is  the  same  tor  of  Duke’s  International  Center  on 
that  we  need  to  possess  in  our  lives.  A  Lord  willing  to  lay  Christian  Origins  and  editor  of  “The 
down  his  life  for  us  should  be  worthy  of  our  total  dedication  Old  Testament  Pseudepigrapha.” 

Didlake  to  become  like  him.  Charlesworth  spent  11  years  trans- 

That  lifestyle,  however,  is  definitely  not  an  easy  one  to  follow.  Jesus  makes  lating  and  preparing  the  writings  for 
it  plain  that  the  Christian  must  develop  his  relationship,  his  communicaticm,  publication  along  with  more  than  50 
and  his  commitment  to  God.  other  scholars  from  11  countries. 

John  15;  15  presents  the  first  idea.  Jesus  tells  his  followers,  “No  more  are  The  book  contains  65  works  from  a 
you  servants,  but  instead  I  call  you  friends.”  In  this  new  relationship  we,  400-year  period  before  and  after  the 
through  grace,  have  been  given  a  share  of  the  Kingdom.  With  that  share  birth  of  lyrist,  and  could  be  seen  as  a 
comes  the  responsibility  to  be  his  friend.  A  friendship  means  the  love  and  supplement  to  the  Bible,  he  said.  “I 
respect  that  causes  us  to  give  our  best  for  him.  ^,/am  certainly  not  trying  tq  say  the 

Likewise,  we  must  communicate  with  our  Lord.  Psalm  116  relates,  “I  low  Pseudepigrapha  is  as  important  as 
the  Lord  b^ause  he  hears  me.”  In  our  relationship  he  does  hear  us,  but  we  the  Bible,”  he  said.  “These  wriungs, 
must  also  listen  and  respond  to  him.  Our  ability  to  talk  and  listen  to  God  however,  show  how  important  the 
determines  how  closely  we  will  resemble  Jesus  in  our  actions.  Bible  is.” 

Finally,  as  an  imitator,  we  must  be  committed.  Jesus  expressed  this  in  his  With  the  1947  discovery  of  the  Dead 
words,  “even  love  your  enemies.”  If  we  can  accomplish  this  action,  how  much  Sea  Scrolls,  credence  was  brought  to 
more  will  we  be  able  to  love  those  we  claim  as  friend?  Easily  the  follower  can  these  spurned  writings,  he  said, 
see  the  walk  with  Jesus  may  become  hard,  but  the  real  difficulty  begins  to  Many  were  found  in  fragments  along 
fade  as  we  consider  the  eternal  promises  of  his  Kingdom.  We  should  be  with  writings  of  the  Bible  among  the 
constantly  thankful  for  the  beautiful  example  he  gave  us  of  how  to  live.  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)—  organizations,  including  churches,  in 
Southern  Baptists  have  been  urged  to  monitoring  drunk  driving  legislation 
support  implementation  of  the  re-  and  enforcement;  and  funding  of 
cently  released  recommendations  of  needed  programs  by  state  and  local 
the  Presidential  Commission  on  legislation,  designating  offender 
Drunk  Driving.  fines  and  fees  to  cover  costs,  are  fea- 

Ronald  D.  Sisk  of  the  Southern  tures. 

Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission  Though  it  did  not  recommend  a 
said  the  report—-- ‘provides  a  general  increase  in  alcohol  taxes, 
framework”  for  implementing  which  he  supports,  Sisk  believes  the 
practical  solutions  to  the  national  report  does  “add  up  to  a  comprehen- 
problem.  sive  framework  for  a  societal  attack 

It  calls  for  sweeping  reforms  af-  on  drunk  driving, 
fecting  public  interaction  with  per-  “The  FTesidential  Commission,” 
sons  who  drink  and  drive  and  urges  a  he  said,  “has  commendably  done  the 
comprehensive  approach,  involving  hard  work  <rf  providing  recommen- 
action  at  local  and  national  levels,  dations  for  basic  standards.  What 
Among  the  recommendations  are  remains  is  for  concerned  citizens,  in¬ 
broad  efforts  to  increase  public  eluding  Southern  Baptists,  to  stop 
awareness  of  the  drinking  and  driv-  drunk  driving  by  worldng  with  other 
ing  issue,  with  particular  attention  to  concerned  citizens  to  put  these  re¬ 
youth  education,  national  minimum  conunendations  into  practice.” 
legal  drinl^ng  age  of  21,  and  other  The  Qiristian  Life  Commission, 
preventive  measures ;  which  deals  with  the  abuse  of  alcohol 

Immediate,severe  penalties  for  of-  and  other  drugs,  has  produced  a 
fenders,  with  no  plea  bargaining  or  series  of  materials  to  provide  “hand- 
judicial  reduction  of  saitences;  in-  les”  for  local  Baptist  churches  to  con- 
creased  involvement  by  grassroots  front  the  problem,  he  added. 


Sisk  calls  for  increase 
in  federal  alcohol  taxes 


Lloyd  Elder  said  ready” 
to  assume  board  presidency 


growing  to  reinstate  sanity  and  re-  '  Third,  the  Medicare  s)rstem  which  By  Linda  Lawson 

sponsibility  into  American  alcohol  is  responsible  for  caring  for  many 

policy  by  requiring  those  who  use  al-  people  who  suffer  from  the  effects  of  NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— Lloyd  history  of  the  board.  He  came  away  Combining  the  management  prin- 
coholic  beverages  to  pay  a  portion  of  alcohol  use  needs  |300  billion  in  addi-  Elder  describes  himself  as  “on  grateful  for  the  hope  strengthened  by  ciples  of  organizational  renewal  and 

what  alcohol  use  costs  our  society.”  tional  revenue  from  now  until  1995.  ready”  as  he  prepares  Feb.  1  to  as-  an  increased  awareness  “the  Sunday  the  biblical  principles  of  spiritual  re- 

Sisk  said  arouDS  callina  for  the  in-  Groups  which  support  the  increase  in  sume  the  presidency  of  the  Southern  School  Board  and  the  convention  newal.  Elder  said  he  hopes  to  chal- 

crease  in  ato)hd  taxM^ude  the  alcohol  tax  argue  adjusting  the  tax  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  have  had  other  days  of  struggle  and  lenge  the  denomination  as  an  organi- 

Social  Security  Advisory  Council  for  inflation  since  1951  and  raising  the  Elder,  50,  was  elected  in  February  gone  on  to  experience  growth,  har-  zation  to  make  positive  changes  at 

which  has  made  recent  rLommen-  wine  to  equal  that  on  1988  to  succeed  Grady  C.  Cothen  at  mony,  and  fellowship.”  every  level  toward  more  effective 

dations  to  the  Secretary  of  Health  liquor  cooJd  produce  between  $25  and  his  retirement  Jan.  31, 1964.  Elder  is  ^  knowledge  of  the  board’s  herit-  service  to  Christ, 

and  Human  services  the  Center  for  130  billion  in  additional  revenues  an-  completing  10  montte  of  orientation  age  helps  him  “keep  the  large,  found-  Within  the  Nashville  community. 

Science  in  the  Public  Interest  the  dually,  Sisk  said.  which  has  included  interviews  with  ing  vision  in  mind  and  becomes  a  Elder  said  he  has  seen  the  primary 

Natonal  Research  Council,  and  the  “Designating  that  revenue  for  persons  throughout  the  board  and  at  point  of  reference  in  making  today’s  influence  of  the  board  through  its 

National  CkMincil  on  Alcoholism.  Medicare  would  go  a  long  way  to-  every  level  of  the  denomination.  decision,”  Elder  said.  employees  as  members  of  local  Bap- 

fecS^y'^^d^M  o7a**^^  sa%** ‘^J^prSlerfihiK  lowed  major  learning^PPortuniUes  the^^SaTpEroSe S Uw boa^  n?m2Eu?NashviIfo  churchJ^ in" 

S  UdpSTn"L'1So"^  SJ^XTcSTp^Xc^veS ^  clu^g  First  Baptist  Oiurch  where 

social  and  moral  problm’jhe^d.  boJ?d,  a5l  increariSTmy  sensitiiSy  the  people.  I  have  come  to  l^w  in  a 

“While  the  basic  goa  of  Southern  wny  iwi«  me  ^se  lax  cover  pan  .  j  ^  ^  '  sense  the  vision  and  heartbeat  of  j  nave  louna  employees  sen  ing 

of  that  burden?”  to  uapust  people  ana  otner  bunaay  ,  iviroinio  deacons,  choir  members,  ushers, 

Fourth,  some  of  the  groups  contend  School  Board  audiences,”  Elder  to  mSS  and  committee  members.  My  own 

alcoholtaxeswouldraisethepriceof  said.  .  Sunday  School  teacher  is  Will  Beal 

alcoholic  beverages  enough  to  dis-  “My  intenUon  as  president  of  the  ^  ^  ‘  (consultant  in  the  church  administ- 

rea^ble  co^ol  measui^  s^  as  Staking.  S^  said  a  board  is  to  keep  its  focus  on  the  local  responding  secretly).  department)  and  my  Sunday 

raising  me  reaerai  excise  lax.  researcher  with  the  Duke  University  church  and  to  magnify  the  exccUence  Many  conversations  with  Cothen  School  department  director  is  Bob 

Sisk  said  there  are  four  basic  institute  of  Public  Policy  Studies  of  this  organization  through  servaift-  also  have  been  a  key  part  of  Elder’s  Boyd  (supervisor  of  the  ethnic  liaison 

reasons  why  alcohol  taxes  shoidd  be  one  percent  increase  team  leadership,”  he  said.  introduction  to  the  board.  He  de-  unit),”  said  Elder, 

increased.  in  retail  price,  alcohol-related  auto  Elder  said  be  was  not  totaUy  sur-  scribed  Cothen  as  a  “visionary  After  spending  most  of  their  lives 

First,  there  has  been  no  increase  in  deaths  would  drop  by  .7  percent  and  prised  at  the  size  of  the  Sunday  leader  at  the  center  of  Southern  Bap-  in  Texas,  Lloyd;  Sue,  his  wife  of  80 

federal  alcohol  taxes  on  wine  and  deaths  from  cirrhosis  ot  the  liver  School  Board — 1,800  empi<>y^f  18  tist  life  with  a  deep  conmutment  to  years;  and  son  F*hilip,  a  high  school 

hard  liquor  since  1951,  Taxes  on  beer  would  drop  by  .9  percent.  programs  of  work,  and  a  1968-84  the  Bible  and  the  lordship  of  Christ,  senior,  have  made  the  move  to  Ten- 

have  not  been  increased  since  1964.  “While  DO  legislation  has  yet  been  budget  of  $149.2  miUion.  He  has  become  a  cherished  friend.”  nessee  with  a  minimum  of  problems. 

“The  Consumer  Price  Index  has  introduced  to  support  an  increase  in  For  example,  he  said,  “Each  pro-  Among  Cothen’s  cimtributions,  “It  is  difficult  to  uproot,  but  people 

risen  by  238  percent  since  1961  and  as  federal  excise  taxes  on  alcohol,”  Sisk  gram,  such  as  Sunday  School,  has  re-  EUder  dted  Cothen’s  initiation  of  the  have  been  gracious,  outgoing 

a  result  taxes  on  liquor  and  wine  are  explained,  “Interested  Southern  sources  for  its  own  role.  But  it  ex-  Bible  Book  Series  for  youth  and  friendly.  We’re  settling  in,”  he  said, 

approximately  two-thirds  less  than  Baptists  should  contact  their  legis-  tends  those  resources  as  it  relates  to  adults,  his  emphasis  on  Bible  teach-  expressing  a  special  measure  of 

they  were  80  years  ago,”  Sisk  said,  lators  with  the  message  the  time  has  other  programs  such  as  Church  ing  for  the  masses  and  his  initiation  gratitude  for  Sue’k  support  and  en- 

“Current  federal  levies  are  only  come  to  increase  alcohol  excise  Training,  Church  Administration  of  BTN  (Baptist  Telecomrounica-  couragement  during  a  year  of  new 

about  three  cents  per  bottle  on  wine  taxes.”  and  Church  Musk.”  tions  Network)  which  will  begin  beginnings 

Jrbeer  and  about  $1.70  per  fifth  of  (FleMs  writes  far  the  Christiaa  Another  part  of  Elder’s  orientation  broadcasts  by  sateUite  tochurches  in  (Uada  Uwson  writes  far  the  Soa- 

Uau^-hTsaid  LifeCaMilsslaa.)  was  a  detailed  study  of  tba  ai-year  June.  day  School  Board.) 


» 
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recruits  two  for 


Jiinquirer 
Texas  band  of 


EARTH  Asms. .  .byGladjn  death.  Dec.  7.  1962,  they  had  beo) 
S.  Lewis  (Broadman,  paper,  US  pp.)  married  40  years. 

Mississippians  who  have  been  on  One  of  the  poems.  “My  Special 
volunteer  mission  trips  to  Paraguay  Child,”  refers  to  her  youngest  daugh- 
or  ndio  plan  to  go  there  in  future  will  ter,  a  Down’s  Syndrome  child.  Said 
be  particularly  interested  in  this  Mrs.  Crager,  “She  is  a  very  loving 
missions  book,  which  has  its  setting  person,  and  it  is  true  that  I  re^y 
in  Paraguay.  Gladys  Lewis  of  Ok-  found  Jesus  at  that  point  in  my  life, 
lahoma  is  a  speaker  as  well  as  an  Sometimes  what  we  think  is  catas- 
author.  Her  audiences  include  wo-  trophe  is  the  best  thing  that  ever  hap- 
men’s  conferences,  colleges,  church  pened  to  us.” 
meetings,  and  conventions.  She  and  The  poems  are  inspirational— 
her  husband,  Wilbur,  a  medical  doc-  varied,  pleasing  word-pictures  of 
tor,  formerly  served  as  missionaries  emotional  experiences— (Hi  subjects 
in  Paraguay.  They  were  stationed  in  such  as  prayer,  God’s  love,  heaven, 
Asuncion,  where  he  was  on  the  staff  twilight,  the  seasons,  other  nature 
of  the  Baptist  Hospital.  tc^ics. 

In  prose  and  poetry,  often  funny,  “I  Tried  to  Paint  a  Sunset”  stem- 
sometimes  sad,  with  delightful  can-  med  from  her  own  experience  in 
dor,  Mrs.Lewiswritesof  her  lifeasa  doing  oil  paintings  during  the  past 
missionary,  and  along  the  way  reve-  five  years.  “Miracles”  is  about 
als  the  depth  of  her  prayer  life  and  obedience  to  Christ.  “The  Love  in  His 
the  results  of  intercessory  prayers  of  Eyes”  pertains  to  the  time  of  Jesus’" 
“those  back  home.”  Some  chapter  crucifixion  and  resurrection  (an 
subjects  are  history  and  social  cus-  Easter  poem);  “Wasted  Years”  is 
toms  of  the  host  country,  missionary  go<xl  for  reading  at  the  time  of  a  new 
medicine,  national  churches,  the'  year’s  beginning.  “An  October  Day” 
missionary  spouse,  marketplaces,  has  a  lilt  about  it  that  expresses  her 
missionary  home  life,  missionary  joy  in  autumn’s  pleasures.  “My 
support,  furlough,  missionary  travel.  Father’s  the  King,”  one  of  the  best  in 
culture  shock,  letters  home,  com-  the  book,  also  carries  this  note  of 
munication  with  the  Foreign  Mission  exultant  gratitude.  Mrs.  Crager, 
Board.  Recommended  reading.—  sings  in  the  church  choir.  Her  ap- 
AWM  '  preciation  of  the  rhythm  of  song 

shows  up  in  her  poetry.  The  publisher 
TREASURED  THOUGHTS,  a  Col-  misspelled  a  couple  of  words,  but  this 
lection  of  Poems  by  Ruth  Norsworthy  is  a  t^k  worth  the  small  price,  good 
Crager  (Lorrah  and  Hitchcock,  Mur-  for  devotional  readings  or  special 
ray,  Ky.,  paper,  4$  pp.,  $3.50  locally,  programs.— AWM 

$4  by  mail,  may  be  ordered  from  the  - 

author  at  Box  52,  State  Line,  Miss. 

,39362).  Ruth  Crager,  the  official 
church  poet  dt  First  Baptist,  St^ 

Line,  is  author  of  this  collection.  In 
recent  years,  some  of  her  poems  sicHuu'ies  to  Korea,  may  be  addres- 
have  b^n  published  in  the  Baptist  sed  at  201-5  0  Jung  Dong,  Taejon  300, 
Record  and  a  great  many  of  them  Korea.  He  is  a  native  of  West  Plains, 
have  been  published  in  the  White  Mo.  The  former  Janet  Millier,  she 
Rabbit  section  of  the  Wayne  County  was  bom  in  Greenville,  Miss. 

News,  as  well  as  in  her  church’s  bul¬ 
letin.  Glendon  and  Marjorie  Grober, 

Mrs.  Crager,  who  was  bora  and  missionaries  to  Brazil,  have  corn- 
reared  in  the  Ck>unty  Line  community  pleted  furlough  and  returned  to  the 
of  Greene  County,  was  graduated  held  (address;  Caixa  Postal  7261, 
from  State  Line  High  School  in  April,  01000  Sao  Paulo,  SP,  Brazil ),.  Bora  in 
1942,  and  married  Dan  Crager  Aug.  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  he  lived  Uiere  and 
15, 1942.  They  had  six  children  and  10  in  Russellville,  Ark.,  while  growing 
grandchildren.  At  tbe  time  of  Dan’s  up.  She  is  from  Ballard  County,  Ky. 


“I  read  about  it  in  the  National  En¬ 
quirer!”  said  Robbie  Gee  of  Crow¬ 
der,  Miss.  That’s  how  she  found  out 
about  the  Texas  “band  of  aging 
angels”  that  goes  around  building 
churches  for  free.  *■  . 

“Just  what  I  wanted  to  do!”  said 
Leonard,  her  husband,  —  build 
churches.  The  leader  of  the  “angels” 
was  Olen  Miles,  77,  of  Austin.  That’s 
where  the  Gees’  daughter,  Robbie 
Trussell,  lived  then,  so  when  the  Gees 
went  to  visit  her,  they  looked  up 
Miles.  They y learned  all  about  the 
Texas  Baptist  Men  Retirees,  and  got 
an- invitation  to  “Come  on  and  join 


sergeant  and  served  in  the  Pacific  in 
World  War  II— they  moved  to  Crow¬ 
der  and  joined  the  Crowder  C2iurch. 

Not  just  retired  contractors,  but 
also  retired  pastors,  businessmen, 
and  others  are  numbered  with  the 
“angels.”  Nobody  gets  his  cap  and 
nail  apron,  though,  until  he  has  actu¬ 
ally  d<Hie  some  work. 

“The  fellowship  is  great,”  said 
Robbie.  “Everyone  is  so  helpful  and 
congenial.  Everyone  helps  everyone 
else  get  settled  each  time,  cmd  the 
camper  parked  and  hooked  up.  Olen 
Miles  is  a  great  leader^  and  so  is  his 
wife.  She  says  to  us  wohnen,  ‘Love 
each  other.  No  gossip  here!’  and 
that’s  the  way  it  is.”  (Another  plus 
might  be  a  catfish  supper  at  a  church 
member’s  house.) 

While  the  men  are  working  six  days 
a  week  from  7  to  5,  the  women  have 
plenty  to  do.  Mrs.  Miles  leads  in 
many  of  these  activities,  including  a 
choir.  The  choirwomen  wear  their 
green  and  white  builders’  caps,  plus 
white  blouses  and  green  skirts. 

The  women  get  together  for  a 
morning  devotional  time;  they  pre¬ 
pare  refreshments  for  the  men’s 
break  time  morning  and  afternoon; 
they  take  part  in  crafts  activities— 
sew,  embroider,  make  dolls,  etc. 
Robbie  covered  picture  frames  with 
calico  and  lace,  for  Christmas  gifts. 
Sie-mbde  dresses  and  a  cabbage- 
patch  type  doll  for  her  four-year-old 
granddaughter,  Miranda,  who  lives 
now  in  Dallas.  (Her  mother  is  a 
pharmacist  there.)  Then  Leonard 
made  a  handcrafted  bed  for  the  doll. 
In  afternoons  the  women  may  visit 
for  the  church.  Or  they  use  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  washing  machine  to  do  the 
weekly  laundry. 

Nights  the  building  site  is  ‘’cleaned 
up”  and  revival  services  are  held, 
liie  audioice  may  sit  on  lumber  piles 
or  on  buckets  or  piles  of  bricks. 

“This  is  the  best  thipg  that’s  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,”  (Jee  said.  Hiere’s  no 
pressure.  I  can  rest  when  I  want  to, 
for  I’m  not  getting  paid  and  I  can’t 
furnish  their  own  tools,  but  heavier  at  Beldon,  Tex.,  for  a  week,  building  get  fired.  I  would  really  like  to  see  a 
equipment  has  been  donated,  plus  a  a  dorm.  At  the  end  of  the  week  he  retirees’  building  group  organized  in 
truck  to  transport  it.  These  are  went  back  to  his  doctor.  Mississippi.  I  know  Olen  Miles  would 

“C}ompany”-ow^.  (They  call  their  “Whatever,  you’ve  been  doing,  be  glad  to  come  and  tell  us  what 
outfit  “The  (Company.”)  don’t  stop! ’’the  physician  said,  “You  needs  to  be  done!” 

The  age  span  of  the  Retirees  are  in  better  shape  than  I’ve  seen  you  Building  churches  gives  the  group 
ranges  from  the  50s  well  into  the  80s.  in  a  long  time!”  So  after  the  trial  a  sense  of  worth  and  purpose.  “Some 
Anybody  who  wants  to  help  can  join,  week,  the  couple  bought  a  camper  of  the  couples  had  bem  just  traveling 
The  Gees  recalled  one  man  in  his  80s  and  got  into  the  organization  offi-  in  their  campers,  sightseeing,”  said 
who,  because  of  health  problems,  cially.  The  doctor  still  says  the  Robbie.  “They  had  gotten  tired  of 
co^d  not  do  much,  but  he  kept  the  work-out  is  keeping  his  muscles  in  that  and  wanted  something  more 
building  site  swept  and  the  lumber  tone  and  helping  bis  heart  stay  meaningful  to  do.  The  churches  we 
scraps  cleared  away.  “This  is  some-  healthier.  help  are  ones  chosoi  on  the  basis  of 

thing  that  always  needs  to  be  done,”  Before  retirement.  Gee  had  financial  need,  and  we  feel  we  are 
said  Gee.  Another  man  with  a  bum  worked  28  years  for  the  Eklmondson  doing  something  worthwhile  with  our 
knee  would  lie  flat  (H)  the  floor  and  Lumber  Co.  in  Crowder— he  is  a  car-  time.” 

drive  nails.  penter,  plumber,  bride  nnason,  con-  Those  who  have  been  helped  called 

At  70,  Leonard  Gee  has  been  called  crete  flnisher,  block  la]^,  electri-  these  Retirees  “a  band  of  angels  with 
“spring  (diicken”  of  the  group.  He’d  (dan,  etc.,  “You  name  it.  I  havs  done  gray.hair  for  haloes.” 
bem  retired  four  years  when  he  and  it,”  he  said.  He  built  a  lot  of  houses  in 
his  wife  joined  the  builders  last  year,  his  day,  induding  the  pastoriam  (rf 

He’d  had  open  heart  surgery  with  the  Crowdet  Baptist  (Church.  “Once  NOTE:  PanI  Harrell,  director, 
five  bypass^  so.  be  got  a  doctor’s  in  Clarksdale  for  two  years,  we  Mississippi  Baptist  Brotherhood, 
ch^k-up  before  applying.  The  doctor  finished  a  new  house  every  four  said  that  a  Mtsaissippi  Baptist 
said,  “Absolutely  you  cannot  do  days— while  doing  65  at  the  time.”  Brtirff  ■  sa  Mlsslsa  group  is  in  pre- 
this!”  But  Leonard  argued,  and  the  •  He  grew  up  at  Tocowa  (air  Indian  Undaary  plaaadag  stages  now.  He 
doctor  said,  “Give  it  a  try.”  Leonard  name— used  to  be  spelled  Ptocowa)  saM  that  anyone  iaterested  in  Joiai^ 
worked  on  a  trial  basis,  at  Oiristiaa  and  his  wife  at  Tocrapola.  After  he  it  nmy  caatact  him  at  Box  SM, 
Farms,  a  druHsehabilitation  oenter  gotoutof  the  army— he  was  a  supply  Jacksou,  MS  nM. 


Robbie  and  Leonard  Gee  camp  in 
their  Hi-Lo  trailer  while  on  location  with 
the  Retirees. 


miona^Nern 


10,000  More  In  1984! 
Glorieta — Ridgecrest 


Expanded  Summer  Conference 
Opportunities 

OVER  10,000  MORE  SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS 
CAN  EXPECT  TO  PARTICIPATE  DURING 
1984  IN  SUMMER  CONFERENCES 
AT  GLORIETA  4c  RIDGECREST. 


Ackhtiorwl  conferences  for  Sunday  Schexd,  Church  Music, 
and  Centrifuge  are  scheduled  at  ea<A  center. 

For  a  summer  schedule  write; 

Conference  Center  Program  k  Protriotion  Section, 
MSN.M3,  127  Ninth  Avenue,  North,  Nashville,  Tn.  37234 


Thursday,  January  2S,  1$84 


BAfTl^  lUECORP  PAQ|;f 


Olympic  applications  due 


LOS  ANGELES  (BP) — Southern  12-14.  Group  leaders  will  be  responsi-  churches  with  beach  witnessing, 
Baptist  groups  interested  in  ministry  ble  for  their  transportation  to  and  surveys,  campground  services, 
opportunities  during  the  summer  from  Los  Angeles;  SGM  will  provide  backyard  Bible  clubs,  and  vacation 
Olympics  July  28-August  12  should  housing,  meals,  and  local  transporta-  Bible  schools, 
apply  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  tion,  0>llins  noted.  -  SGM  is  a  joint  venture  of  300  local 

Mission  Board  by  Feb.  1,  according  Southern  Baptist  churches,  the 

to  Kevin  (Dollins,  staff  assistant  for  SGM  will  assign  college  and  church  Southern  Baptist  General  Conven- 
Summer  Games  Ministries,  the  or-  youth  groups  to  activities  throughout  tion  of  California,  and  the  Home  Mis- 
ganization  coordinating  Baptists’  the  200-mile  area  encompassing  sion  Board. 

Olympic  outreach.  Olympics  events.  College  groups  will  For  applications,  write  to  Elsther 

primarily  engage  in  personal  witnes-  Burroughs,  Jlome  Mission  Board, 
SGM  will  host  a  volunteer  group  di-  sing  at  the  23  event  sites  while  1350  Spring  St.  NW,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
rectors’  orientation  here  February  younger  volunteers  will  assist  local  30367;  (404  )  873-4041. 


To  Celebrate  Our  10  Millionth  Sale! 


KEITH  WILKINSON,  left,  director  of  Sunday  School  work  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  met  recently  in  Nashville  with  HARRY  PILAND,  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Department  of  the  Sunday  School  Board.  Wilkinson  is  one  of  four 
state  Sunday  School  leaders  working  with  board  personnel  on  promotion  plans 
for  the  1985-90  Sunday  School  program. 

Baptist 

J  Effective 

^  began  serving  churches  and  agencies 
in  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Missouri, 
Iowa,  California,  Alaska, 
Northwest  Baptist  by 

J  promoting  the  retirement  and  insur- 
ance  programs  administered  by  the 
board. 


(Fits  every  size  nut  and  bolt) 


This  is  NOT  a  Misprint 


This  special  offer  is  being  made  to  celebrate  the  10  millionth  sale  of  the  famous 
New  York  importing  firm  of  Abernathy  &  Closther.  It  is  open  to  every  person 
who  midis  this  origirud  printed  ad  to  the  company  address  (below) 
btfore  Midnight,  February  28, 1984. 


EDWARD  SUMRALL.  right,  was  or¬ 
dained  to  the  gospel  ministry,  Nov.  13 
at  Parkhill  Church.  Jackson.  He  is  now 
serving  as  pastor  at  Antioch  Church. 
Lexington.  James  Edwards,  left,  pastor 
of  Parkhill  Church,  presented  Sumrall 
with  a  Bible  from  the  church. 


To  celebrate  its  10  millionth 
sale,  the  New  York  importing 
firm  of  Abernathy  &  Closther 
wHI  distribute  one  million 
nationally  advertised  MULTI¬ 
WRENCHES  for  only  $2  apiece 
to  the  first  one  million  people 
who  mail  this  printed  ad  to  the 
company  address  before  Midnight,  February  28.  1984. 

This  is  the  same  famous  MULTI-WRENCH  design  adver¬ 
tised  on  television  and  in  leading  mail  order  catalogs, 
with  the  clever  universal  “ratchet”  that  fits  all  size  nuts 
and  bolts — U.S.  and  metric — from  3-8”  to  13/16”  A 
and  from  9mm  to  22mm.  jmi 

The  MULTI-WRENCH  is  much /as/cr  than  ordi- 
nary  wrenches,  thanks  to  its  “speed  ratchet 
design.  It  even  loosens  stripped,  damaged, 
and  rusted  nuts.  And  because  the  grip  is 
automatically  self-tightening,  rou  J 
don't  have  to  apply  “squeeze"  pres- 
sure— the  MULTI-WRENCH  does 
it  for  ^ou. 

This  one  heavy-duty  MULTI 
WRENCH  replaces  a  whole 
toolbox  full  of  ordinary 
wrenches.  Perfect  for  all  j 
home,  workshop,  auto 
and  boat  repair  pro- 


*NOTE:  This  original 
printed  ad  must  accom- 
pany  your  request. 
Copies  or  photostats  are 
not  acceptable. 


Itevid  Dewease  was  r^nUy  or-  served  pastorates  in  Texas,  Idaho, 
dained  to  the  gospel  ministry  at  gjjj  Tennessee.  He  received  an  as- 
North  Columbia  Oiureh,  Cdumbia,  degree  from  Southwestern 

Marion  Asswiation.Vdton  Douglas,  seminary  in  1969  and  received  a 
pastorofB^hl^emfTiurch,  laurel,  bachelor’s  degree  in  1980  and  mas- 
gave  the  challenge  fo  the  chureh.  degree  in  April,  1983,  from  the 
Jacne  Cooke,  pastor  m  North  (3ol-  international  Bible  Institute  and 
umbia,  gave  the  challenge  to  the  Seminary, 
candidate.  George  Lee,  director  of 
tri-county  missions,  presented  the 

candidate.  Dewease  is  serving  as  as-  J.  Ralph  Noonkester,  president  of 
sociate  pastor  in  charge  of  music  and  William  (3arey  (College,  delivered  the 
youth  at  North  Cdumbia.  Missionary  Day  address  at  South¬ 

eastern  Baptist  Theological  Semi- 

11  u  _*  io  *.  1  D  I  nary  at  Wake  Forest  N.C. 

^  Burleson  was  Nwnkester  is  in  his  28th  year  as 
ortauH^  to  the  gosi^minist^  Jair  resident  of  the  college. 

15,  at  Baxterville  CJiurch.  (lerald  ^  .  ..  ,  „  .  . 

Harris,  pMtor  ot  Colonial  Heighta  , 

dnirch,  Jackaon.  delivered  theSdi-  fj'"  ^ 

nation  sermon.  Ckarle.  Williams,  ■  doom  of  the  word  and  not  hearers 

oastor  of  Central  (Tiurch  Hatties-  fh*  Christian  college  campus 

bST  gfve^  dIaSe  to  ttieSSi-  ^  ^  ^ 

date  and  Douglas  E.  Benedict  Sr.,  di- 

.  ,  “  .  ,  ,  sions  and  education.  The  missio- 

rector  of  missions  of  Lamar  As-  ,  ,,  , ..  k_ 

sociation  cave  the  charce  to  the  role  ’  of  the  campus  should  be 
sociation,  gave  me  cnarge  w  me  ^  seriously  as  the  place  where 

church.  Also  on  program  were  Mason 

nompson.  Jaki  sSnes,  and  Cassell 

Phtra.^  R»*tArviiiP  missions  happen. 


jects.  it  works  on  cars,  bikes, 
boats,  mowers,  furniture, 
appliances,  everything. 

These  MULTI-WRENCHES  will 
Y  not  be  sold  at  this  price  by  the 
company  in  any  store.  To  obtain  one 
at  this  price,  apply  in  writing  to  the 
company  address  no  later  than  Mid¬ 
night,  February  28,  1984. 

V  Each  wrench  carries  a  full  one-year  money- 
back  guarantee,  and  will  be  replaced  by  the 
company  free  of  charge,  if  it  ever  fails  to  function. 
There  is  a  limit  of  two  (2)  wrenches  per  address  at 

FIW  this  price,  but  requests  which  are  mailed  early  enough 

r  (before  Feb.  I S)  are  permitted  to  order  up  to  7  wrenches. 

To  obtain  a  MULTI-WRENCH,  mail  this  original  printed 
ad  together  with  your  name  and  address  and  S2  for  each 
wrench.  Add  S2  shipping  and  handling  no  matter  how  many 
wrenches  you  are  ordering.  Allow  up  to  6  to  8  weeks  for  shipment. 

Mail  to:  Abernathy  A  Cloather,  MULTI-wrench  Offer,  Dept.  137-9, 
Box  1048,  Westbury,  New  York  11S95.  <A2383#) 


Free  It-Picce  Screwdriver  Set  wijh  each 
MULTI-WRENCH  provided  your  request  is 
mailed  before  February  28,  1984.  10-Piece 
Screwdriver  Set  includes  4  slot  heads,  4 
Phillips  heads,  plus  2  center  punch/ scratch/ 
and  scriber  holemakers. 
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coiribmes  slate 


with  out“of-slale  projects 


TTio  Northeast  Mis<;issi])pi  Junior 
Coiiege  BSU  has  in  -the^  past  year 
added  a  neu  dimension  to  its  mission 
activities.  For  seven  years,  during 
spring  break,  students  frorn  North¬ 
east  College,  Booneville.  partici¬ 
pated  in  an  evangelism  ministry  in 
Daytona,  Fla.  In  May  of  1983,  seven 
students  and  the  BSU  director,  Joe 
Cobb,  worked  for  three  weeks  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Beverly  Hills, 
Calif.  During  that  time  the  bottom 
floor  (Sunday  school  rooms,  fellow¬ 
ship  hall,  kitchen  I  was  painted.  New 
roofs  were  put  on  the  church  and  the 
nursery  building.  In  addition  to  a  new 
roof  on  the  pastor iurn,  the  roof  was 
reworked  and  the  roof  line  changed. 

Students  taking  part  in  the  Califor¬ 
nia  project  were  Beverly  Sargent 
from  Kossuth;  Cindy  Owen  and 
David  Bennett  from  New  Albany; 


Becky  Sims  from  Booneville,  Ken¬ 
nedy  Miles  from  Corinth;  and  Brian 
White  and  Barry  Kindler  from  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga. 

During  two  weeks  of  Christmas 
break,  ten  students  and  their  director 
participated  in  a  construction  project 
at  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  in 
South  Williamsport,  Penn.  The  work 
consisted  of  painting,  putting  in  insu¬ 
lation,  and  hanging  sheetrock  on  ceil¬ 
ings  of  auditorium,  classrooms,  and 
hallways. 

This  church  is  the  only  Southern 
Baptist  church  in  Lycoming  County, 
which  is  larger  in  land  area  than  the 
state  of  Delaware.  The  building  con¬ 
sists  of  some  10,000  square  feet  and  is 
being  constructed  entirely  by  volun¬ 
tary  labor.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
church  will  save  about  $200,000  on 
labor  cost  alone. 


Students  taking  part  in  this  project 
were  Cindy  Owen  and  Jay  Hatcher 
from  New  Albany;  Keith  Owens  and 
Kevin  Fopshee  from  Ingomar;  Qiff 
Long  and  Crystal  McElroy  from 
Booneville;  Paul  Wright  and  Lonie 
Bryan  from  Ripley,  Cathy  McCom- 
mon  from  Saulsbury,  Tenn.,  and 
Ronnie  Henson  from  Golden. 

Students  taking  part  in  these  out- 
of-state  missions  projects  were  re¬ 
quired  to  take  part  in  a  similar  pro¬ 
ject  in  Mississippi.  Those  going  to 
California  worked  at  Camp 
Armstrong  in  Union  County.  Those 
going  to  Pennsylvania  worked ‘at 
Short  Creek  Church,  Tishomingo 
Cotlnty. 

The  BSU  at  Northeast  anticipates 
another  evangelism  ministry  in  Day¬ 
tona  and  another  mission  to  Califor¬ 
nia  this  summer,  according  to  Cobb. 


Miisic  niissioiis  need 
said  at  crisis  level 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  iBPi-The 
need  for  musicians  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  new  work  areas  is  at  a  crisis 
level,  David  Bunch,  Mission  Service 
Corps  ( MSC 1  director  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board, 
told  the  state  music  secretaries  and 
associates  here  in  December. 

Of  the  550  active  MSC  volunteers 
across  the  United  States,  there  are 
three  full-time  musicians.  Bunch  re¬ 
ported.  “Literally,  if  I  had  100  music 
leaders  to  volunteer,  I  could  place 
them  now,”  he  added. 

Bunch  called  on  state  music  lead¬ 
ers  to  "help  us  enlist  full-time  church 
musicians  that  will  go,  serve,  and 
pay  their  own  way  and  to  help  us  to 
decipher  and  determine  which  of  the 
requests  are  most  needed.” 


increase  presentation  of  the  gospel, 
and  oefend  religious  liberty,  utiiei' 
Baptists  elected  officers  were  Sallie 
Lanier,  also  a  Southern  Baptist  rep¬ 
resentative,  treasurer,  and  Galilee 
pastor  Suhaii  Ramadan,  named  a 
member  of  the  council. 

Women  believe 

CURACAO,  Netherlands  Antil¬ 
les’  —  Two  women  received 
Christ  as  Savior  in  October  and  10 
more  professions  of  faith  have  fol¬ 
lowed  on  the  Caribbean  island  of 
Curacao.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Leo  and  Margaret  Waldrop 
began  work  there  in  June  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  Vene7uelan  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Enrique  and  Belen  Mon¬ 
toya.  They  have  not  yet  established  a 
church  on  the  island,  but  they’ve 
started  a  worship  service  and  plan  an 
island-wide  media  campaign. 


Satellite  antenna  field  tests  / 
show  strong  signal  reception 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Ex¬ 
tensive  field  testing  of  Broadman’s 
satellite  earth  stations  indicates 
most  Southern  Baptist  churches  in 
the  continental  United  States  will  be 
able  to  use  the  three-meter  ( 10-foot ) 
television  receive  only  antenna,  de¬ 
spite  a  recent  Federal  Communica¬ 
tions  Commission  ruling. 

A  recent  decision  by  the  FCC 
changing  the  placement  of  satellites 
in  orbit  from  four  degrees  to  two  de¬ 
grees  raised  doubts  about  the  ability 
of  antennas  to  distinguish  between 
signals  of  adjacent  satellites. 

The  results  of  the  tests  conducted 
by  the  board  show  most  churches  will 
be  able  to  receive  excellent  signals  on 
a  three-meter  antenna.  The  board’s 
satellite  telecommunications  net¬ 
work  to  churches,  BTN,  will  begin 
telecasts  in  June  1984. 

In  the  testing  it  was  determined 
minor  modifications  in  the  antenna 
are  needed  to  improve  performance 
to  avoid  any  noticeable  interference 
from  adjacent  satellites,  according 


By  Jim  Lowry 

to  Dan  Phillips,  telecommunications 
consultant  at  the  Sunday  School 
Board. 

Phillips,  an  engineer,  said  the  new 
FCC  ruling  will  place  Spacenet  I  two 
and  one-half  degrees  from  the  Wes- 
tar  5  satellite. 

A  second  recent  development  will 
improve  the  possibility  of  strong  re¬ 
ception  of  BTO  signals  by  Southern 
Baptist  churches. 

"The  satellite  “footprint,”  the  sig¬ 
nal  from  the  satellite  showing  the 
signal  strength  in  each  area  of  the 
United  States,  has  proven  stronger 
than  first  believed,  according  to  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  G.T.E.  Spacenet  Corpora¬ 
tion. 

This  means  churches  in  90  percent 
of  the  continental  U.S.  should  be  able 
to  receive  a  signal  as  strong  as  only 
one-third  of  the  country  originally 
would  have  received.  The  only  areas 
of  the  U.S.  which  now  definitely  re¬ 
quire  a  four-meter  antenna  are  the 
southern  tip  of  Texas,  southern 
Florida,  and  northern  New  England. 


Former  Mississippi  pastor 
leads  Georgia  ministries 


ATLANTA— A  former  Mississippi 
pastor  has  been  named  by  the  Geor¬ 
gia  Baptist  Convention  executive 
committee  to  lead  the  state’s  new 
Program  of  Christian  Ministries. 

E.  Edward  Onley,  Jr.,  who  served 
pastorates  in  Green  Ck)unty,  Poplar- 
ville,  Hattiesburg,  and  Morton,  has 
left  his  most  recent  pastorate  in  Ok¬ 
lahoma  City.  Okla..  to  accept  the 
staff  position  with  the  Georgia  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.  While  serving  the 
Oklahoma  church,  Onley  was  the  di¬ 
rector  of  church  and  community 
ministries  for  the  Oklahoma  City 
area. 

Onley’s  primary  responsibilities 
will  be  in  developing  ministries  to 


meet  special  needs  of  persons  and 
churches  in  the  92  associations  in 
Georgia.  Program  ministries  will 
minister  to  the  social,  educational, 
and  medical  peeds  of  the  com¬ 
munities  throughout  the  state.  Onley 
will  also  direct  PACT— Project  As¬ 
sistance  for  Churches  in 
Transition — as  well  as  work  with  the 
Home  Mission  Board  in  Urban 
Church  Training  assistance. 

A  widower  with  six  children,  Onley 
is  a  native  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  a 
graduate  of  William  Carey  College  in 
Mississippi.  The  new  -Christian 
ministries  program  leader  also 
graduated  from  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary,  and  did  additional  study  at 
Golden  Gate  Seminary  and  Southern. 


Phillips  said  other  factors  will 
cause  some  churches  to  choose  to 
purchase  a  larger  antenna.  For 
example,  better  reception  will  be 
gained  with  a  four-meter  antenna  for 
churches  located  in  metropolitan 
areas  with  a  large  amount  of  noic- 
rowave  interference. 

(Lowry  writes  for  the  Baptist 
Sunday  ^hool  Board.) 


1st,  Booneville 
plans  spiritual 
awakening  meet 

A  Spiritual  Awakening  Conference 
will  be  held  at  First  Church, 
Booneville,  Jan.  29-Feb.  1.  Lewis  A. 
Drummond,  the  Billy  Graham  pro¬ 
fessor  of  evangelism  at  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  will  be 
guest  preacher,  at  all  services.  He  is 
a  former  pastor  of  Ninth  and  0 
Church  in  Louisville,  and  is  author  of 
several  books  on  evangelism. 

Sunday  services  will  begin  at  11 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.  Monday  and  Tuesday 
morning  services  will  begin  at  10;  30 
and  will  be  followed  by  a  noon  meal  in 
the  fellowship  hall.  After  brief  mes¬ 
sages  from  Drumnaond,  the  noon 
meeting  will  dismiss  at  12;  50. 

First,  Booneville’s  choir  will  pre¬ 
sent  special  music  Sunday  night 
under  direction  of  Wade  Irwin.  The 
Tate  Street  Church,  Corinth,  choir 
under  direction  of  Buddy  Earwood, 
will  sing  Monday  night.  On  Tuesday 
night.  First  Church,  Baldwyn’s 
choir,  under  direction  of  George 
Martin,  will  bring  special  music. 

“The  conference  purpose  is  to  lead 
the  Christians  in  this  area  to  an 
awareness  of  the  need  for  revival  and 
renewal  in  their  lives,”  said  Bill 
Duncan,  Booneville  pastor. 


Indians  lose  bid 

WASHINGTON  (BP)- For  the 
second  time  in  its  current  term  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  turned  aside 
claims  by  American  Indian  tribes 
that  development  of  recreational 
facilities  on  land  they  consider  sac¬ 
red  violates  their  free  exercise  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

In  an  unsigned  order  issued  Jan.  9, 
the  Supreme  Court  let  stand  rulings 
by  a  lower  court  in  cases  brought  by 
Navajo  and  Hopi  Indians  to  prevent 
expansion  of  a  ski  resort  in  Coconino 
National  Forest  near  Flagstaff,  Arizi 

Jews  win  dispute 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  has  let  stand  lower 
court  rulings  permitting  a  group  of 
Orthodox  Jews  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  to 
keep  a  house  used  for  worship  in  a 
residential  neighborhood. 

At  issue  in  the  dispute  between  the 
Lubavitch  Chabad  House  of  Illinois 
and  the  city  of  Evanston  was  use  of  a 
two-story  house  in  a  section  of  the 
city  zon^  for  residences.  TTie  religi¬ 
ous  group  sought  an  exemption  from 
the  zoning  law  in  order  to  use  the  re¬ 
sidence  for  Sabbath  and  Jewish  high 
holiday  services,  rabbinical  counsel¬ 
ing  and  offices,  and  a  library. 

Because  some  Jewish  observances 
practiced  by  the  group  require  over¬ 
night  stays  the  request  also  sought 
permission  for  sleeping  and  kitchen 
facilities.  i 

When  the  city  council  denied  the 
necessary  permit,  the  Jewish  group 
went  to  court.  It  won  twice,  in  a  trial 
court  and  in  a  state  appeals  panel. 

Baptist  on  council 

TIBERIAS,  Israel — Ray  Register, 
a  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  representative  to  Israel  for 
18  years,  has  been  elected  chairman 
of  the  United  Christian  Council  in  Is¬ 
rael.  a  fellowship  of  20  evangelical 
Protestant  groups  working  in  the 
country.  - ..  .  ^  . 

Register,  who  with  his  wife.  Rose 
Mary,  does  evangelistic  work  with 
Arabs  in-tkeGakleerarcev'^Ul  -lead 
the  council  as  it  seeks' lo  strengthen 
fellowship 'among  nafember  groups. 

iji-. 


BTN  is  taping 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (AP)— After 
18  months  of  using  rented  facilities, 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
telecommunications  network,  BTN, 
has  begun  taping  in  its  own  studios. 

The  1,240-square-foot  studio,  com¬ 
plete  with  control,  editing,  and  en¬ 
gineering  rooms,  was  constructed  in 
existing  conference  room  space  in 
the  board’s  West  Wing  building. 

The  first  program  was  taped  in  the 
new  facility  Dec.  1  and  is  titled 
“Grouping  and  Grading  Adults  in 
Sunday  School.” 

According  to  Dennis  Conniff, 
supervisor  of  the  Broadman  divi¬ 
sion’s  supplies  and  audiovisuals  sec¬ 
tion.  use  of  the  studio  is  scheduled 
from  January  through  May,  with 
only  two  days’  maintenance  time 
planned  each  month. 

Seininaiy  accredited 

OGBOMOSHO,  Nigeria-The 
Nigeria  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Ogbomosho,  has  been  fully 
accredited  by  the  Southern  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Colleges  and  Schools,  the 
same  agency  that  accredits  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Southern,  Southeastern,  and 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminaries. 

Jameson  named 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)— 
Norman  W.  Jameson  joined  the  staff 
of  the  Baptist  Messenger  as  associate 
editor  Jan.  1,  R.  T.  McCartney, 
editor,  has  announced. 

Jameson  will  move  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 
where  he  has  served  as  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  news  and  information  since 
1982.  He  has  also  been  working  on  a 
master  of  divinity  degree  at  the 
seminary. 

From  1977  to' June  1982,  Jameson 
was  feature  editor  foe  Baptist  Prew; 
news  sewice  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  ip  Nashville. 

JameSfAMdlf  fill  a  vacancy^created 
by  (be  retiranent  of  Fetn  Hart  who 
hM  served  on  the  publioatioo<’s  stall 
since  tM7.y'!rni  i  i.-'j  .nt  .  .«in 
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God’s  masterpiece 

The  Bible  is  God’s  masterpiece; 

It  speaks  to  us  today 
Of  paths  to  take-^and  how  to  live 
As  we  journey  on  our  way. 

It  tells  us  of  salvation, 

God’s  great  redemption  plan. 
“These  are  written  that  ye  might 
••  believe’’— 

John’s  Gospel  speaks  to  man. 

Look  to  today  It  teaches  God’s  requirements 

For  every  good  thing;  To  experience  the  new  birth. 

The  new.year’s  before  you—  The  message'is  for  all  who  walk 

Now  what  will  it  bring?  The  byways  of  this  earth. 

Make  the  most  of  your  days;  The  Bible  is  a  mirror, 

Living  one  at  a  time,  A  map  toward  a  goal. 

The  new  year’s  for  climbing;  And  found  within  its  pages 

So  get  up  and  climb.  Is  help  for  every  soul. 

Elach  has  his  own  place  to  fill.  It  is  enduring— it’s  centuries  old. 

The  bigger  the  valley,  the  higher  the  Yet  never  is  outdated. 

Jiill.  It’s  living  water,  the  bread  of  life. 

Work.  Work.  There’s  much  to  do;  And  its  truths  have  never  faded. 
And  none  can  ffll  your  place  but 

you.  It  is  the  precious  Word  of  God; 

There  is  work  for  each  from  sun  to  His  promises  fill  the  pages.  ^ 

sun;  It  is  man’s  hope— his  guiding  light— 

And  if  you  fail,  it  won’t  get  done.  And  has  been  through  the  ages. 


Another 


*  ■  *  This  is  a  new  year 

of  music  and  youth  at  West  Heights  Church.  Soloists  and  With  vision  no  lack;  ' 
narrators  were  from  all  three  choirs,  and  different  young  Revive  it!  Enjoy  it! 
people  were  used  each  time.  Jim  Hess,  minister  of  music  at  Don’t  wish  the  old  back 
First  Church,  Pontotoc,  and  Tim  Sullivan,  minister  of  music 

and  youth  at  Ecru  Church,  assisted  in  preparation  and  Reach  out  to  succeed; 
presentation.  ^  You  can  if  you  try, 

-  Let  your  faith  never 
Go  Umpiiig  and  die. 


THE  COMBINED  YOUTH  CHOIRS  of  Ecru  Church,  First 
Church,  Pontotoc,  and  West  Heights  piub,  Pontotoc,  have 
presented  the  musical,  “Welcome  To  The  World,”  five 
times.  The  locations  were  at  South  Pontotoc  High  School, 
North  Pontotoc  High  School,  Pontotoc  High  School,  for 
the  Pontotoc  Association  Youth  Rally,  and  at  West  Heights 
Church.  The  choir  was  directed  by  James  Francis,  minister 


The  music  ministry  of  iOghland 
Church,  Laurel,  presented  its  third 
annual  living  Christmas  tree  on  Dec. 
18,  19,  and  20,  1983.  One  hundred 
singers  filled  the  30-ft.  tree  and 
shared  the  message  of  Christmas 
through  sight  and  sound;  175  persons 
indicated  professions  of  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  during  the  three  nights  of  the 
presentation.  Approximately  3,000 
attended  the  three  presentations, 
with  a  full  house  each  evening. 
James  Merritt  is  pastor  and  Chuck 
Traylor  is  minister  of  music. 


omim 
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Paul  H.  Leber,  recently  retired 
Baptist  minister,  is  available  fcM- in-  HIKv 

terim  pastorates  or  supply  pastoral  THE  BSU  AT  JONES  COUNTY  JUNIOR  COLLEGE  dresses  eight  children  at 
needs.  His  pastorates  were  at  First  Christmas,  as  one  of  its  local  mission  projects.  The  children  are  picked  up  at 
Church,  Purvis,  and  East  Moss  Point  school,  taken  to  Laurel  for  a  shopping  trip,  ar>d  back  to  the  BSU  Center  for  a  party. 
Church  in  Mississippi  and  in  Fort  The  students  play  games  with  the  children,  serve  hamburgers,  french  fries,  and 
Worth,  Tex.,  and  Baltimore,  Md.  His  cokes.  After  the  surprise  gift  under  the  tree  is  opened,  the  students  take  the 
address  is  Route  3,  Box  238,  Philadel-  children  home.  With  the  children  at  the  Christmas,  1 983,  party,  are  BSU  students 
phia.  Miss.  39350  (phone  656-8874).  (left  to  right),  Jamey  Germany,  Denise  Lee,  Lisa  Martin,  and  John  Stroud. 


Mildred  H.  Bell 
Grenada 


—Janice  Mosley 
Shubuta 


Ten  commandments  of  a  happy  new  year 

1.  Accept  and  appropriate  for  the  inner  life  the  peace  brought  by  the 
(Christmas  C3irist. 

2.  Find  gladness  in  the  memory  of  every  great  experience  through 
the  past,  in  the  glow  of  every  present  blessing,  in  the  hope  of  all 
future  joys. 

3.  Be  humble  and  lowly  heart;  always  ready  to  forgive,  quick  to 
recognize  your  faults  and  slow  to  t^e  offense. 

4.  Onter  the  thoughts  each  day  on  how  much  love,  service,  and 
kindness  can  be  given  instead  of  what  material  things  are  lack- 


A  note  homing  ceremony  was  held 
at  Camp  Ground  Church,  Water  Val¬ 
ley,  during  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice  on  Jan.  15.  The  symbdic  burning 
was  performed  by  Eugene  Barnett, 
pastor,  and  Jimmy  Jones,  chairman 
of  deacons.  The  church  is  in 
Yalobusha  County.  This  service 
climaxed  the  payment  of  an  in¬ 
debtedness  incurred  when  the 
sanctuary  and  pastorium  were  reno¬ 
vated  in  1962. 

To  retire  the  $5,000  debt  balance,  a 
special  offering  was  taken  on  Dec.  11, 
1983,  during  the  church’s  annual 
Holiday  Fellowship  Day  activities. 
The  final  payment  was  made  early  in 
January. 


Wayne  Vandiver,  a  native  of  School  Board,  SBC,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Corinth,  has  been  called  to  First  While  in  Marion  County,  Jordan 
Church,  Booneville,  as  minister  with  served  the  association  as  family 
education  and  youth.  He  comes  from  ministry  coordinator.  He  and  his 
Emmanuel  Church,  Monroe,  La.,  wife,  Kathy,  led  marriage  enrich- 
where  he  served  as  minister  with  ment  seminars  throughout  the  state, 
youth  and  activities.  He  is  a  graduate  Serving  C^vary  ai-  interim  is  Clif- 
of  Blue  Mountain  (College  a^  South-  ford  Smyly.  '  -- 
western  Seminary. 

David  C.  Rogers  began  his  duties 
Cedi  Robert  Jones  has  accepted  jan.  1  as  minister  of  youth  at  Main 
the  position  as  mission  pastor  of  Street  Church,  Hattiesburg.  He  and 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Mission  in  Spring  his  wife,  Mary  Sue,  and  two  sons 
Hill,  Kansas.  He  nioved  from  Greenville,  where  he 


5.  Seek  earnestly ‘divine  guidance.  Wait  on  the  Lord  and  run  not 
ahead  of  his  plans.  No  blunder  can  ever  be  made  when  life  is  lived 
within  His  v^. 

6.  Love  and  there  will  be  no  room  for  envy.  Trust  and  there  will  be  no 
place  for  worry.  Have  faith  and  there  will  be  no  doubts. 

7.  Magnify  the  things  of  eternal  value  and  minimize  the  temporary. 

Put  aside  the  petty  cares  that  pass  with  the  passing  day. 

8.  Look  for  all  that  is  beautiful  iifnature,  all  that  is  good  in  man.  and 
all  that  is  true  in  the  Divine. 

9.  Steady  life  by  having  a  lofty  purpose.  Lift  its  horizon  by  con¬ 
templating  the  needs  of  all  manki^.  Widen  the  vision  by  loving 
the  world  as  God  loved  it. 

10.  Rest  in  Christ,  He  is  the  secret  of  the  abundant  life,  the  fulfilment 
of  every  dream  and  desire. 

— Rosalee  Mills  Appleby 

_  (^ton 

is  a  graduate  Wildwood  Church,  Clinton, 

Clarke  College  l^t^M^  Assi^tion,  has  cal- 

■V  ”  ^ster  of  music  ceeM  its  Lottie  Moon  Christ^  Of- 

Jones  ^n  CoUege,  and  and  education.  from  ^  ^  $5,500.00  on  Sunday, 

is  now  enroUed  at  Midwestern  Semi-  Cloverdale  Church ,  Montgomery ,  for  the  offer- 

nary,  Kansas  CSty,  Mo.  He  and  his  Ala.  Jones  is  a  gra<hiate  of  William  was  $8  810.25.  Pioneer  Royal  Am-  A  man  in  a  small  town  drove  out  away.  I  had  to  chase  them  all  over 
wife,  Cheryl,  and  their  three  children  Carey  College  and  New  Orleans  <.r»fnpU  gath»r.  into  the  country  and  left  an  order  with  town.  All  I  could  find  was  11.” 

live  at  3720  Prenoont,  Kansas  City,  Seminary.  $115,00  in  a  November  <4r  wash  *  f*”ner  for  a  dozen  chickens,  to  be  “Is  that  so?”  said  the  farmer. 

Mo.  64129.  The  first  service  at  the  —  Xbe  church  has  197  resident  mem-  delivered  to  his  house.  Next  day,  the  “Well,  I  think  you  did  pretty  well, 

mission  was  scheduled  for  Jan.  IS,  Ysv  Uvtng  is  determined  not  so  bers.  Robert  Jackson  is  pastor.  farmer  made  the  delivery,  but  find-  considering  I  only  was  tiAe  to  leave 

1184,  it  the  elementary  school  In  much  by  what  life  brings  to  you  as  by  ing  no  one  at  home,  he  left  the  chic-  six.” 

Spri^  Hill.  the  attitude  you  bring  to  life;  not  so  Central  Cbnreh  ef  Golden  in  kens  in  the  front  yard  in  an  open  A  speed  reading  ichool  in  Los 

much  by  what  happerw  to  you  as  by  Tishomingo  Association  over-  crate.  Naturally,  t^  scattered  all  Angeles  asked  thenewfdudents  to  fill 

Ken  Jordan,  has  resigned  his  pas-  the  way  your  mind  looks  at  what  hap-  subscribed  its  Lottie  Igoon  Offering  over  the  neighborhood  and  the  buyer  out  a  form  explainihg  why  they  were 

torate  at  Calvary  Church,  Columbia,  pens.  Circumstanoes  and  situ^ions  goal  of  $1,000.00.  On  Dec,  18.  when  the  had  a  hard  time  rounding  them  up.  taking  the  course.  O^fliident  stated 

He  is  servh^  as  a  family  ministry  do  color  life  but  yen  have  been  given  offering  was  counted,  a  total  of  He OstaplMned  the  farmer  and  com-  that  he  was  a  slow  rskilir  and  on  the 

consultant  ia  the  Family  Ministry  the  aMnd  to  cheoas  wtmb  the  color  IA<RL84  had  been  given.  Ralph  Culp  plained,  **lhat  was  no  way  to  delivor  freeway  you  have  to  need  the  exit 

Depaitmaat  of  the  Baptist  flnnday  shall  be.-Jota  Homer  Miller.  is  pastor.  thbsajchkkeas  I  ordered!  They  got  signs  fast  or  you  never  get  off . 


Churches  report 
Lottie  Moon  gifts 
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Life  and  Work  ■  ^ 


Joash’s  reformation 


Establishing  a  new  ethic 


By  Bill  Causey,  pastor,  Parkway,  Jackson 
By  GeraM  P.  Buckley,  pastor.  Parkway,  Natchez  II  Kings  11;  1-12:21 

Mark  7:14:26 

Today’s  lesson  is  another  story  of  and  saw  the  newly  crowned  king,  she 

Jesus  met  the  issue  of  tradition  That  same  blindness  to  the  big,  n.  It’s  the  inside  that  counts  (Mark  intrigue  which  tells  how  Athaliah,  the  tried  to  retain  her  position,  but  was 

head  on.  He  found  himself  in  conflict  with  a  keen  eye  for  the  little,  has  7:14-15)  mother  of  Ahaziah,  took  over  the  taken  away  and  killed  (13-16). 

with  the  religious  leaders  of  his  day.  come  down  through  the  years  to  this  Here  is  one  of  the  great  contribu-  throne  in  Judah.  You  will  remember The  priest  then  makes  covenants 

The  Pharisees  had  come  to  see  Jesus  very  day.  A  question  every  Christian  tions  of  Jesus  to  our  world.  He  put  that  Ahaziah  was  one  of  the  two  kings  identifying  the  significant  aspects  of 
as  a  threat  to  their  traditions.  They  shotild  ask  himself  is  this:  what  does  stress  on  the  importance  of  the  in-  struck  down  in  the  battle  with  Jehu  this  new  era  in  national  life.  There  is 

had  developed  a  tradition  composed  my  eye  pick  up  most  readily? 'The  big  side.  These  words  of  his  sweep  (9:27).  Her  first  act  was  to  kill  all  the  one  covenant  made  with  God  and  the 

of  hundreds  of  laws.  These  laws  gov-  things  or  the  little  ones?  The  genuine  through  the  world  like  a  fresh  wind,  offspring  of  Ahaziah  so  they  could  king  and  the  people  (v.  17).  And  in  the 

emed  the  cooking  of  food,  the  bathing  work  of  God  in  human  life,  or  devia-  ’The  heart  of  (Christianity  is  the  heart,  make  no  legal  claim  to  the  throne,  light  of  Athaliah’s  wicked  rule, 

of  one’s  body,  and  all  areas  of  life,  tions  from  my  traditional  way  of  paji-n  rhrict-  woman  ever  to  rule  another  covenant  was  made  between 

Jesus  came  to  bring  life  and  establish  doing  things?  The  scribes  and  ianitv  nubs  pnin)ia«!i«!  nn  t)iP  nntsirfp  over  Judah.  She  was  considered  evil  the  king  and  the  people. ’This  vertical 

a  new  ethic  for  the  living  of  that  life.  Pharisees  arrived  with  their  minds  ^  ^  '  and  a  usurper  to  the  throne.  In  the  and  horizontal  awareness  is  a  pre- 

The  new  ethie  .<5et  forth  hv  .lesns  tn.  already  marie  iin  They  were  like  a  .  »  8  p  process  of  her  takeover.  She  made  requisite  for  all  who  would  rule  well 

one  fatal  error  in  that  she  failed  to  kill  in  government.  It  alone  can  unite  a 
one  of  the  sons  of  Ahaziah. ’This  infant  people  into  one  nation  worshipping 
child,  Joash,  was  hidden  by  his  aunt  the  one  true  God,  and  in  Israel’s  case, 
(his  father’s  sister)  who  was  also  the  identify  the  one  true  place  of  worship, 
wife  of  the  high  priest  Jehoiada.  This  These  united  under  the  new  king  to 
connection  with  the  priestly  family  destroy  the  immoral  worshipjof  Baal, 
led  to  his  being  hidden  for  six  years  in  ’This  new  lease  on  life  for  the  nation 
a  secret  room  in  the  temple  itself,  was  thereafter  symbolized  by  this 
I.  The  takeover  and  coronation  boy-king  sitting  on  the  throne. 
(11:1-16) 

A  vicious  grandmother  killing  her  education 

own  grandchildren  is  a  horrifying  . 

crime.  Yet  how  many  children  even  successful  seizure  of 

today  are  being  sacrificed  on  the  the  kingdom  by  a  seven-year-old  boy 

altar  of  ambition  and  greed.  An  k 

examination  of  motives  by  all  Jllf  pnest  was  the 

homemakers  who  are  parenti  of  Power  l^hind  the  throne.  A  high  view 
children  might  be  a  gigantic  first  step  Jehoiada  did  would  even 

toward  the  recovery  of  the  value  sys-  o^use  one  to  say  that  somehow  God 
tern  that  has  made  America,  ound  a  way  to  work  in  hum^  affairs 
Moreover,  if  we  place  as  much  value  f,  rough  this  obviously  capable  man. 
upon  human  life  as  we  say  we  do,  then  .  uPPcured  tb  have  remain^  the 
the  lives  of  the  children  themselves  *^‘”8  ®  counsellor  and  confidant, 

would  be  worth  the  effort.  The  aunt  ^ 

and  priest-uncle  Jehoiada,  did  much  ^  right  )  12  2 ) .  TTie  one  failure  of 
of  what  They  dW  tb  Save  Joash  with  combing  i^uen^  was  in  not 
the  realization  that  even  the  founda-  destroying  the  high  places, 
tions  of  the  nation  were  dependent  After  the  death  of  Jehoiada,  Joash 
upon  their  action.  This  mixture  of  c*rrie  under  the  influence  of  other 
motives,  family-God-patriotism,  counsellors  (II  (^hron.  24:17).  The 
coalesces  to  build  strong  character  in  ®*croachment  of  idol  worship  began 
the  hearts  of  a  nation’s  citizenry. 

For  six  years  this  little  boy  who  IV.  The -king  and  his  humiliation 
was  to  become  king  was  safely  kept  (12:17-21) 
and  nurtured  in  the  precincts  of  the  Hazael,  king  of  Syria,  now  dared  to 
temple.  What  a  training  ground  for  a  move  in  on  a  weakened  king  and  na- 
future  leader!  That  the  king  was,  for  tion.  Joash  bought  off  the  king  of 
the  most  part,  a  good  leader  should  Syria  by  taking  the  wealth  of  Judah, 
come  as  no  surprise.  Our  own  nation  including  the  sacred  things  of  the 
would  do  well  to  insist  upon  leaders  temple,  and  giving  them  to  Hazael. 
with  that  background.  This  of  course,  was  but  a  temporary 

Im2igine  the  care  exercised  in  the  relief  for  the  king,  for  now  he  had 
keeping  of  this  secret.  It  was  the  best  demonstrated  his  inability  to  rule 
kept  secret  in  all  of  Judah.  How  glad  and  was  assassinated  by  his  own  ser- 
must  thave  been  the  heart  of  vants. 

Jehoiada,  the  priest,  to  know  that  at  j— — 
the  rigbt  moment.  Clod’s  moment,  it 
(^d  be  revealed,  and  save  the  na¬ 
tion  besides.  Surely  it  helped  him  in 
dark  days  to  know  that  this  sunrise  of 
a  new  day  was  sure  to  dawn.  Yet, 
even  when  the  day  arrived,  there 
were  extraordinary  precautions 
taken  to  keep  from  aborting  (Sod’s  * 

plan.  The  troops  that  were  due  to  go  a  o  o  i'  yp 

off  duty  were  kept  on  duty,  and  the  -*0—1  43 

other  two  thirds  of  the  troops  sur-  a  k  I  5 

rounded  the  temple  to  prevent  fai-  ^  n  '  eS 


Uiiiform 


A  day  of  joy  and  gladness 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley,  pastor,  Parkway,  Tupelo 
Isaiah  35:14a,  8-10 


lure. 

The  secret  kept,  and  success  as¬ 
sured,  the  king  is  now  presented  and 
crowned.  ’The  crowd  rejoices, 
n.  ’The  new  king  and  reformation 
(11:17-20) 

New  reforms  were  instantly  begun. 
’The  king  was  given  the  crown  and 
“the  testimony’’  (which  was  proba¬ 
bly  a  copy  of  the  Ten  (Command¬ 
ments),  identifying  him  ulttmatcly 
as  a  steward  of  the  law  and  the  life  of 
the  naUon  (v.  12).  When  the  wicked 
queen  appeared  and  heard  the  noise 


